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* Tranſlator IJ Preface 


T.Q THE mY 


READE R. 


1 % 8 33 an Opportunity laſt 
5 K Winter, when in /zaly, of view- 


ing the SUBTERRANEAN CITY, 
and examining the Curioſities they had 
found there, 1 could not help wiſh- 
ing, that ſomebody who had been on 
the Spot for ſome time, and 2 
had Acceſs to know all the Progre 
they had made, might draw up a Me- 
morial of their Obſervations. Altho' I 
had ſeen Marcheſe Venuti's Account of 
the firſt Diſcoveries of the antient City 
of Heraclea, yetT imagined that its be- 
ing fo mixed with Fable, and Criti- 
ciſms on Inſcriptions, &c. would pre- 
vent its pleaſing theGenerality of Read- 
ers, and the more ſo, as he had not been 


upon the Spot for the laſt ten Years, 
A e e 


1 


and his Deſcription of conſequence 


defective in a Number of Particulurs, 


which would be extremely agreeable 


to the Reader; I afterwards, by acci- 
dent, met with the Memoirs which 1 

have attempted to tranſlate, and which, 

I don't doubt, will give the Reader the 
Fame Pleaſure they did me. As it was 
drawn up by the Secretary of the Mar- 
quis D Hoſpital, Ambaſſador from the 
Court of France to his Sicilian Maje- 


ſty, who undoubtedly had fufficient 
Opportunities of examining in this Af-—f 
fair particularly, I am perſuaded it will 


prove ſatisfactory. To render it the 
more agreeable, T have added ſuch 

Notes as are requiſite to illuſtrate the 
Subject. 

N. B. As Dion and Pliny the younger have 


both mentioned the Overthrow of theſe 


two Cities, I thought it would be agree- 
able to the Reader to fgive a Tranſlation 


of theſe Paſſages. I find theſe Letters of 


- - Pliny's fo well tranſlated in the Engh/h 


Edition of theſe Letters, publiſhed by R. 
Dodſſey, that I have given them juſt as 1 


15 found them there. 
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CONCERNING 


HERCULANEU M. 


* . 4 


- 


having gone to Naples, in the Year 


12 1706, and married in 1713, the 

Daughter of the Duke of Salſa, he gave 
orders to build a Country- houſe at ſome Miles 
diſtance from that City, in a Place called 


Granatiellb, near Portici: His Workmen 


digging in ſearch of Water cut their Way 
into a Vault, under which they found ſome 


Statues, which he ordered to be taken up, 
and with great Advantage continued his Re- 


it at firſt \ by the Fiſcal. The Noiſe, hows 
© In 166 as ſome Workmen were digging in the 


Side of Mount Peſuviies, at about a Mile's diſtance from 


the Sea, they found Strata of horizontal Earth, like ſo 
many Pavements laid on purpoſe, and ſome Inſcriptions 
ſhewing that in that Place there had been the Villa Pom- 
pea; but digging deeper their Search was ſtopt by Water, 


| H; Highneſs the Prince of | Elbenf 


of 


ſearches, without having any Notice taken of 


which they found in great abundance. See Moria Uni- 


verſal. di 4, Branching Ts Ws p · 246 & 201 1748. 


ever, 


C 
ever, which theſe Searches ſoon occaſioned, 
opened the Eyes of the Government at kf, 
who did not proceed therein, yur ſhut vp the 
Place forthe preſet. 

This Diſcovery was too freſh to be forgot- 
ten, when his Sicilian Majeſty choſe Portic: 
for a Country Seat. It was the firſt Care of 
this Prince to give Orden to digg 80 Feet 
deep, when they found the Pavement of an 
ancient City ſituated under Portici and Reſina, 
neighbouring Villages about fix Miles diſtant 
from Naples, between oO Ve Lady pak Sid 
the Sca-ſhore. 


SECTION * 


Diferent Opinions concerning the Sabrerra 
OY” City. wy 


PON this Diſcovery, there v was a W 

of Opinions among the Learned about 
She ancient Name of this City. Some would 
have it to be Pompeja ; others, upon the Credit 
of Camillb Pellegrino b, maintained that it 
was Retina, of which Pliny © makes mention 
in a Latter. he wrote to Cornelius Tacitus, 
giving him an Account of all the Circum- 
ſtances attending his Uncle's Death. This 
laſt Opinion appears the more plauſible, as 
this City ſtands in the ſame Situation which 


d Camilla Pellegrino Appara to alle Antiquita 4 Capus 
 Diſcorſo n Sect. xxiil, Plin. lib. 6. Epiſt. 16. 
Fly | 


| . 
Pliny the younger aſſigns to Retina *, and as 
it Extends under the Village now called Reſina, 
which in one Letter only varies from Retina; 
and it will hardly be wondered at, that ſo 
ſmall a Change as that of one Letter, ſhould, | 
happen in the Name of a Place during the 
Courſe of almoſt eighteen Centuries. - f 
But Pellegrino, and the Writers who fol- 
low him, have not taken Notice that Pliny 
does not call Retina a City (Civitas, Urbs, or 
Oppidum, but only a Country Seat (Villa) 
which in the Latin Idiom never ſignifies a 
City: As then, this Diſcovery is of a City, 
we conclude that this was not Retina, which 
is never placed by the Ancients among the 
Cities fituated on the Coaſt of Naples : Pliny 
explains himſelf thus, © On this Shore lie 
* Naples and Herculaneum, which is but a 
© little Way diſtant from Pompeja, at the 
Foot of Yeſuvius, and on the Banks of 
Sarno, &c. Strabo places Herculaneum quite 
adjoining to Naples. Dionyſ. Halicarnafſ. * 
ſays, that this City was between Naples and 
Pompeja. Seneca * gives it the ſame Situation, 
in a Letter he writes to his Friend Lucilius, 
about the: Earthquake -which threw down 
* FPompeja, under the Conſulſhip of Memmius 
Regulus and Virginius Rufus. The Cities 
* Nom Villa ea ſubjacebat,' Plin. lib.'6. Epiſt. 23: 
* Plin, lib. 3. cap v. Dionyſ. Halicarn, lib. 1, 
Seneca de Quæſi. Nat. l. vi. | $2741] 
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which are on this Sea-Coaſt, ſays Forus „ are 


 Formie, Cuma, Puzzuoli Naples, 3 35 


neum and Pompeja, Ovid conducting Æneas 
from Sicily, makes him coaſt along the Iſland 
of Caprea, the Promontory of Minerva, So- 
riento, Stabia, Herculaneum and Naples. Co- 
lumella * ſays, that the Marſhes of Pompeja 
are in the Neighbourhood of the Salt- Pits of 
Herenlaneum. In ſhort, none of theſe Au- 


thor's reckon Retina among the Cities which 


were in the Gulph of Naples, and all agree 
in placing Herculaneum between Naples and 


| af And this new diſcovered City is 


ſituated preciſely between theſe two. We | 
cannot then doubt but that this City is Her- 
eulaneum, as it is at an equal Diſtance from 


Naples and the Mouth of the Sarno, where the 


Ruins of Pompeja are. 
Notwithſtanding, howeyer, the Silence of 
ancient Hiſtorians and Ge raphers about Re- 


tina, one may preſume that it was a conſide- 


rable Place, as there were Soldiers ſtationed 
there who ſerved in the Fleet, as Pliny the 
younger teſtifies, adding, that Retina was at 


| the Foot of Ve ſavius, and that no Place was 


more expoſed to the Burnings 0 of this Vulcano. 


* Fur. lib. 1. Cap. xvi. i Ovid, ene xv. 
v. 709, & ſequent, k Columell. de Cultu Hurtor. 
lib. x. v. 13 LL ! Retina Caſſiarii imminenti peri- 
culo exterriti — Aſcendit 2 non E modo, & c. Plin. 
lid. 6. Epiſt. 16, 

Herculancym 


(5) 


Herculaneum was in the fame Condition, if 
one may judge from the Situation the Antients 
have given it, and which ſo perfectly agrees 
with his ſubterranean City. But how is it 
poſſible that Herculaneum and Retina ſhould 
poſſeſs the fame Ground? Does it not ſeem 


| that the very ſame Circumſtances applied to 
two different. Objects imply a Contiadidtion ? 


But this vaniſhes if we reflect on what Dion. 
Halicarn. ® ſays, concerning the firſt Founda- 
tion of Herculaneum, The Affairs of Taly 
© being ſettled to Hercules's Satisfaction, ang 
© his Naval Force being returned from Spain 
tin a good Condition, he offered up in Sa- 
* crifice to the Gods, the tenth Part of his 
+ Effects, and in che ſame Place where he 
* moored his Fleet, He built a City of bis 
* own Name, inhabited at preſent by the Ro- 
* mans, between Pam 75 arſd Naples, with 
0 ſecure Harbours in all Weathers. It is evi- 
dent then that Hercules's Fleet was there at 
Anchor. Is it not therefore natural to think 
that the Place where they were, was then called 
Retina, and that till after the Foundation by 
Hercules, the Name of Retina was retained 
in the Maritime Part of this City, at whoſe 
Extremities were ſituated theſe Ports, as Strobo 
well obſerves »? If there are at preſent no 
Veſtiges of theſe, it is owing to their having 
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(6). 4. 


been filled up at the ſame time that Herculas | 


neum was buried under the Aſhes, 

The Caſe was probably the ſame with the 
Sarno *, which paſſed by the Walls of this 
City, and which by giving the Inhabitants an 


eaſy way of tranſporting their Merchandize 


by Water, formed the Magazines of Nola ?, 


Nocera, and Acerra. 
The Bed of this River muſt probably 8 R 


been filled in the ſame manner, by changing 


the Level of the Ground, and forcing the 
River to alter its Courſe. But tho' theſe 
Proofs were not ſufficient to demonſtrate that 
this lately diſcovered City is truly the old 
Herculaneum, all theſe Doubts would vaniſh 
upon ſeeing the Inſcriptions which are daily 
found, and ſome of 12 5 ſhall be 9 
in this ; Account. 


E oN 1 
Of the ancient wy of Herculancum. 


J* we form our Calculation upon what 
Dionyſ. Halicarnafſ. relates of the found- 
ing of Herculaneum, it is not difficult to e- 


ſtabliſh its Date: He, as it has been ſeen, 


fixes it to the time that Hercules di ſembark'd 


in Taly, after his Expedition to Spain, viz. 


+ Plin, lib. ii. Cap. v.  * Strabo, lib. v 5 


1 (7) 

ſixty Years before the War of Troy, and con- 
ſequently 1342, before the Chriſtian Ara, 
This City inhabited ſucceſſively by the: Oſci *, 
Tuſcans, Pelagi, Samnites and Romans, was 
conſiderably damaged under the Empire of 
Nero, by the ſame Earthquake that deſtroyed 
Pompeja, the 5th of February, in the ſixty- 
third Year of Chriſt ; and its Ruin was com- 
pleated by. the Eruption of Yeſuvius, which 
happened in the 1ſt Year of Titus's Reign, 
according to Euſebius, Zonara and Agricola, 
or in the 3d Year according to Georgius Ce- 
drenus, Cardinal Baronius, and many others; 
but the Chronology of the iſt ought to be 
pfeferred, HF! 93d 
In fact we ſee in Suetonius, that Titus 
ſhewed on this Occaſion not only the Tender- 
neſs of a good Father by the Supplies he gave, 


4 Strabo, lib,v.  * Capuans. | Pompejos 
celebrem Campaniæ Urbem in quam ab altera parte Sur- 
rentinum Stabianumque Littus, ab altera Herculanenſe 
conveniunt, mareque ex aperto conductum amæno Sinu 
cingit, decediſſe terre motu, vexatis quæcumque adjace- 
bant Regionibus, Lucili Virorum optime, audivimus, 
& quidem diebus hibernis quos vacare a tali periculo, ma- 
jores noſtri ſolebant permittere, nonis Februariis fuit 
motus, Regulo & Virginio Conſulibus qui Campaniam 
nunquam ſecuram ejus mali indemnem tamen & toties 
defunctam metũ, magna ſtrage vaſtavit, nam & Hercu- 
lanenſis oppidi pars ruit, dubieque ſtant etiam quæ relicta 


ſunt, Cc. Rueſtion, lib. 6, Cap. 1. 
| but 


LY 


Fe” ) He f 
but the Fore-fight too of a wiſe Emperor, in 
the Meaſures he took, having aſſigned the 
Effects of all thoſe Inhabitans who died with- 
out Heirs for the Re-eſtabliſhment of this defo- 
Hted "© ect 

Dion and Zoner add, that in the Year 
in which this terrible Accident happened, Ti- 
tus ſent Colonies, gave generous Donations, 
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Il came himſelf into Campania; examined care- 
Il fully with bis own Eyes, the Loſſes which 
— the People of this Province had ſuffered, 


gave the Neapolilaus magnificent: Spectacles to 
wear off their Grief, and erected again at his 
own Expence their Gymnaſium, which had 
been thrown down by theſe continual Earth- 
quakes, which had attended the Eruptions, 
and which according to the Teſtimony of 
8 Fa the younger ”, were ſo violent that 
© the Houſes being ſhaken to the very Foun- 
* dations, quivered and ſeemed inceſſantly as 
if they were ſhifting from their Place and 
returning again ane ce ſo as to threaten 
+ inevitable Ruin. | | 
Titus's Journey into Campania is atteſted 


DE ee de Ed 
; e mama : 1 : 
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i by too many Authors to be called in Queſtion, 
if and with reſpe& .to the rebuilding of the 
i |  Gymnatium of Naples by this Empecor, there 


= wan — 0 15 of it in the Greet and 


| e lb. xvi,  -* Zon. Vit. Imp. v. Quetta 42 
i Pin. lib. 6. Epif. 16 and 20. 


Latin 


\, "2 
AS 4 
xg 


Latin Inſcriptions *, in which the times of 


the Ruin, and Re-eftabliſhment of this Edi- 
fice are diſtinctly marked out. How could 


it be poſſible that Titus ſhould have given fo 


many Orders, made ſuch Diſpoſitions, and 
endured ſuch Fatigues, if the Eruption had 
happened the laſt Year, of his Hoy | He 
could ſcarce have had time to think of. it as 
it was not more than 18 Days from the Burn- 
ing of Yeſevio; which began 7 the 24th. of 
Auguſt, and the Death of this Emperor, 


which happened the 13th of September. But 


every difficulty is removed if we ſtand to what 


George Agricola ſays ©. He fixes the time of 


the Eruption in the ſeventh Conſulate of Titus, 
% TIFOE SMES (24.041) LY, 10 T2398 
 OYEZTIAZEIANOE , EEBAETOE E 
7 ..«'2, RKHD, e TO. I: 
| « +, OEHTIATOE. TO H TEIMHTHE 
ar OGEYHEAETO. F. TYMNAEIAPXHEAS. 
EYMITEEONIA. © AIIOKATEETHEEN, | 
NI. F. VESPASIANUS AUG. 
COS VIII CENSOR p. P. 


terræmo TIBUS CONLAPSA. RESTITUIT., _ 

This Inſcription. is engraved on a large Piece of Mar- 
ble, which is ſtill to be ſeen at Naples, fixed in a Wall 
near the Fountain of the Anunciada. As the Marble is 
not entire, the Inſcription is imperfect in ſome Places. 
The Antiquaries who choſe to fill up the Parts which 
were wanting, have ſupplied theſe Letters which you ſee 
above in ſmall Characters. 7 Nono Cal. Septembris 
hora diet ſere ſeptimd,” Ce. Plin. lib. 6. Epiſt. 16. 
* Georg. Agricola, de Natura corum gue affiuunt in terra 
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which is preciſely the 1ſt Year of his Reign, 


- Year of Titus, the 24th of 


(1) 
an Epocha eſtabliſhed by Euſebius and Zonara, 


and which appears ſo much the more certain 


as it agrees with all the Hiſtorical Facts; 
ſince thus we can eaſily conceive that Titus 
might have time to take, in the following 
Years, all the Meaſures neceſſary to repair the 
Diſaſters of Campania, as Sueton and Dion 
ſay he did, and to rebuijd the Gymnaſium of 


Naples, as has been ſeen in the above-men- 
tioned Inſcription, ' We may likewiſe ſee 
that he did this in his eighth Conſulate, which 
falls in exactly with the 2d Year of his Em- 


pire. In this manner it is paſt all doubt that 
the Burning of Yeſuvius happened in the iſt 
Auguſt, in the 
29th Year of the Chriſtian Fra. Now ad- 
mitting that the Siege of Troy was 60 Years later 
than the founding of Herculaneum, tip City 


muſt have ſtood 1420 Years. 


SECTION Im. 


Of the Lava and Inundations 2557 cb ſometimes 
accompany the Burning of. Ve) Liu. 


Tur E Matter — which this City. lies 
buried, is not all of one ſort ; in ſome 
Places it is the Lava of Veſuvius, in others 
a kind of Mortar or very hard Cement. 
The Neapolitans give the Name of Lava to 
theſe Rivers of Sulphur, of Rocks and Bitu- 
I | men, 


Yy * 


„ „ 
men, mixed together, which VJeſavius vomits 
forth in its Fury. Theſe burning Materials 
don't run with the Impetuoſity of a Torrent, 
but form a thick and viſcous Matter, which 
like Paſte or melted Glaſs, flows ſlowly and 
preſerves its Heat a great while, till it reaches 
the Sea, where this Matter has gradually form- \2 
ed Promontories in different Places: As the | 
Lava loſes. its Heat, it ſtops and becomes 
as hard a Maſs as Marble itſelf, takes the 
ſame Figure, and ſerves for the ſame Purpoſes. 
One may eaſily conceive how, while this 
Matter is liquid, it inſinuates itſelf into all the 
Vvoid Spaces it meets with in its Paſſage, and 
” XxX therefore it is not ſtrange that thoſe Places 
1 XF through which it directs its Courſe in Hercu- 
aneum, are as well filled up as if it had been 
done with melted Lead: Such is one part of 
* the Theatre and many of the neighbouring 
F Buildings, which has undoubtedly been the 
reaſon that they have found: Pieces of Statues 
of Bronze, while what is wanting in them 
have probably been melted by the Heat of 
the Lava. | 8 


— 


Since that Eruption which buried Hercu- 
laneum, they reckon twenty-ſix others, the 
Lava of which too have paſſed over this 

ruin'd City, and is probably the reaſon that 
there is a Vault or Body of theſe Materials 
_ to the Thickneſs of eighty Feet, between this 
"4 City and the Pavement of Portici, 
= OY . 


* - * | : s / 


1 12 J 
It ſeems nevertheleſs that theſe Rivers of 
Fire formerly paſſed over, only the leſſer Part 
of the City, but that the reſt was buried under 
a kind of Mortar or hard Cement compoſed 
of Earth and of the Aſhes of Veſuuius, bound 
together by Water: This Cement has not 
only filled the Streets, the Piazzas and other 
open Places, but has penetrated into all the 
Edifices without damaging them, and has 
filled up every empty Space, How ean one 
: explain this Singularity without ſuppoſing that 
Veſuvius had begun to throw out ſuch Quan- 
+ tities of Aſhes as to exceed in height the higheſt 
Edifices, and that afterwards the Waters of 
the Sea having penetrated into the Furnaces 
of this Vulcano had again been thrown out 
of its Mouth; that theſe Torrents had drawn 
the Aſhes within, into the Buildings where 
they had been ſtopped by the different Ob- 
ftacles which had preſented themſelves; were 
moulded by their own Weight, which was 
great, and conſtantly encreaſed by the freſh 
| Supplies of the other Aſhes. which keep 
continually Pouring down from the wk 
tain, | 
I we choſe to follow the Onnen of > 
Academy of Naples, we ſhould attribute theſe 
Effects to the great Rains which fall foon 
after theſe Eruptions; but to produce this Ef- 
fect, we muſt ſuppoſe an incredible Quantity 
of Water would be wanted, ſo that the firſt 
Suppoſition 


. EH acerem, horrendum immu 


„ * 
Suppoſition will be attended with leſs Incon- 


venienp. E | | 
Baut beſides it is founded on the Teſtimony 
of many Authors, who aſſure us, that in ſome 
Eruptions Veſiwius has thrown out as much 
Water as Fire, and among. others in that E- 
ruption of 163 1, that the Port of Naples on 
the loth of December turned and continued 
dry for ſome. ſhort ſpace of time, and that 
all kinds of Shell Fiſh were mixed with the 
Lava which had run down from the Moun- 
tain, J n a 
If this laſt Circumſtance be true, it is an 
undoubted Proof that the Water of the Sea 
had penetrated into the Vulcano, and had 
come out at its Mouth: The Inſcription made 
at that time at the Gate of Portici ſeems to 
lay ſo*, and another at the Torre di Græ- 
Clans, Tom. IV. p. 4. d Dominico: Antonis 
Paine, Part. XI. S. xii. | < Poſteri Poſteri Veſra 
res agitur.— Dies face præfert Diei, 


Nudius perendino. 
Advertite ! Vicies ab fatu Solis, ni fabulatur Hiſtoria arſit 
Veſuvius, immani ſem 


per clade hæſitantium: ne poſt 

hæc incertos occupet, moneo. Uterum gerit mons hic f 
bitumine, Alumine, Ferro, Sulphure, auro, argento, 
Nitro, Aquarum fontibus gravem. Serius, ocius igneſcit, 
Pelagogue Influente, pariet; ſed ante parturit concutitur, 
concutitque ſolum, fumigat, coruſcat, flammigerat, quatit 
git, boat, tonat, arcet finibus 

Accolas. Emigrandum licet; jamjam enititur, erumpit. 
Mixtum Igne lacum evomit præcipiti ruit ille lapſu fugam- 
que prævertit. Si corripit actum eſt, periiſti Anno Salut. 
M. D. C. XXX]. Kal. Januarii, &c. | 


This Inſcription is on the Street of Partici, 


+ 


d 


bs (14) | 
co, ſtrengthens this Conjecture. Domenico 
Antonio Penino in his Deſcription © of the 
Gulph of Naples, ſpeaking of the Eruption of 
1698, aſſures us that the Sea withdrew: 12 
Paces all. of a ſudden, and its Waters ifſued 
forth at the ſame time from the Vulcano, fo 
that they found a Quantity of different kinds 
of Shell Fiſh calcined, which had the Smell 
of Sulphur. , P/zny the younger, who was an 
" Eye-Witneſs to the Eruption in which his 
Uncle periſhed at the ſame time that Hercu- 7 
lancum was deſtroyed, aſſerts poſitively that 
the Sea ſeemed to be ingulphed and driven 
back by the Shocks of the Earth, | 


4 Viam a Neapoli ad Rhegium perpetuis ante latro- 
ciniis infamem, & conflagrati Veſuvii ſaxis impeditam, 
purgato inſidiis loco, exæquata Planitie, latam, rectam- 

ue direxit ære provinciali Perafanus Ribera Alcalanorum 
hs Prorex, A. M. D. Lxiii At O! viii, & Lx. Poſt 
anno Kal. Jan. Philippo IV. regnante fumo, flammis & 
Boatu concuſſus cinere, Eruptione horrificus, ferus ſi un- 
quam Veſevus nec nomen nec faſces tanti Viri extimuit, 
quippe ex ardeſcente cæſis ſpecubus, igne, ignitus, furens, 
irrugiens exitium eructans coercitus aer, Diſcerpto vio- 
lenter montis cacumine, immani hiatu erupit poſtridie: 
ejaculans trans Helleſpontum cinerem ; pore trahens ad 
 explendum vicem Pelagus, immite pelagus, fluvios ſulphu- 
reos, flammatum Bitumen, fletus alumine cavus Informem 
cujuslibet metalli rudus, mixtum aquarum flumimibus 
ięnem ferreumque undante fumo Cinere ſeſeque funeftam | 
Colluviem. Jugo montis exonerans Pompejos, Hercula- | 
num Octavianum præſtrictis Reſina & Porticu Silvaſque, 
Villaſque, ÆEdeſque momento ſtravit, uſſit, dirupit; 
luctuoſam præ ſe prædam agens Vaſtumque Triumphum, 


But 


&c. © Parte XI. S. xiii. 
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But however this may be, it is a certain 
Fact that every Part is full in Herculaneum : 
To enter into the Streets or Houſes you muſt 
dig by breaking with the Point of a Hammer 
the Lava or Cement which fills and envelops 


Part. If it was not for this, the greateſt 
Weg of 


the Buildings would fall, as they hang 


much to one Side. Now it is remarkable 


that their Inclination is every where towards 
the Sea Side, and thence natural to ſuppoſe 
that it was occaſioned by the Weight of the 


Water, which would have entirely ruined 


and deſtroyed Herculaneum, if it had not been 
filled and formed ſo as that every Part reci- 


procally ſupported and ſuſtained each other; 


and as this City on the other Side was entirely 
buried under the Aſhes, there was nothing 
preſented but an even Surface upon which 
the Torrents glided along without reſiſtance 
and of conſequence eaſily”. | 


45 Though we can dls conceive _ our Anthor' - 
Account of the Matter, how the Lava ſupported the 
Walls'of the Houſes'when forced off their Perpendicular, 
yet we cannot ſo eaſily comprehend how the Aſhes could 
do that, unleſs they iſſued from the Mountain mixed 
with a ſufficient- Proportion of Water to form a Ty 
of a e ET . * ne 0 


SECTION 


(216) 
N 
Of the Theatre of Herculaneum. 5 


. 0 


H 1s 8 Majeſty had no 8 given 
Orders to ſet about digging under Portici 
and Reſin, than they found ſome Statues of 


the Family of the Balbi, and ſome Paintings 


in Freſco. _ 
Good fortune ſoon conducted his Work- 


men into a Theatre *. which appeared to be 


of Greek Architecture, as far as we may 
judge from Vitruvius; and in reality the 21 
Steps or Seats are not ſeparated by Sevens 
as among the Romans by a ſmall Plain, they 

likewiſe touch and follow each other, and 
probably if they would dig among the 7 little 


Stairs which divide equally the Rows of Seats, 
they would find Earthen or Braſs Veſſels, 


e lt is a difficult thing to know when the antient Au- 

thors ſpeak of a Theatre and Amphitheatre, as theſe Ap- 
pellations are uſed indifferently. The Grecians hardly 
_ this Word, if we except Herodian, The Theatres 


(08 J. 8. Ep. 3. Theatrum Curionis. Plin. 1. 36. 
Cap. 13.) Thus Spartianus ſays, that the Theatre which 
was erected by Trajan's Order in the Campus Martius, 


was deſtroyed, which Pauſanius ſays was an Amphi- 


theatre; and Dion deſcribes likewiſe the Amphitheatre 
of Julius Ce/ar, but will not call it by that Name. See 
Marcheſe Fenuti's Deſcription of the firſt Diſcoveries of 
Heraclea, P. 2. Ch. 2 


7 


us, Scribonius and Curio, were Amphitheatres 


which 


Deſcription more intelligible, but it may eaſily be conceived. 


(an) 


which the Greeks made uſe of to encreaſe 


their Actors Voices 


The Theatre is 290 Feet in Gun ſere 
on the Outſide, 230 on the Inſide to the 
Scenes, 160 outward Breadth, and 130 in- 
ward, The Place of the Scene or Pulpitum 
is about 72 Feet large, and only about 30 


Feet high. 


Like all theſe of Antiquity, this Theatte 
is of the Shape of a Horſe-Shoe, or rather 
deſcribes a Semicircle, in the Inſide of which 
are 21 Rows of Seats, which go from the 
ſame Center, and whoſe Diameters become 
larger in Proportion as theſe riſe upwards. 
This Semicircle is terminated in a long Square, 
divided into three Parts : That of the Middle 
has all the Breadth which reaches from the third 
Degree downwards to that which is oppoſite 
on the other Side, and has at bottom a Facade 
of the Doric Order, in which are three Out- 


lets. There was the Pulpit or fore- part of 
the Stage where the Actors repreſented the 
Piece. Their Proſcenium behind the Facade, 
and the other two Parts of the long Square oc- 


cupied the Space from the third Degree to the 
" Breadth of the Flanks of the Theatre. 
That 


> Thofe who have an h of being at Rome, 
may ſee how they fitted up "theſe Pots to encreaſe the 


Sound; in the Circus of Caracalla beyond St. Sebaſtian's 


at Rome. i A Figure is wanting here to render this 


of. 


' 


( 18 1. 

That Space which is betwixt the Pulpit and 
the Seats was the Orcheſtra *, where there is 
ſtill, as likewiſe under the Stage, a Quantity 

of Wood reduced to Charcoal, which is ano- 

ther Proof that this Theatre was built by the 

Gracians, becauſe among the Romans the 

Orcheſtra being deſtined for the Senators and 

Veſtal Virgins, it was entirely uſeleſs to make 

that of Wood which the Athenians deſigned 

only for the Convenience of the Dancers. 
All the upper Part of the Stage was like- 
wiſe adorned with a great many Works of 

Wood, which altho' ſomewhat burnt ſtill pre- 

ſerve their Shape ſo much, that if one may 

conjecture, the Theatre had Machines which 
were equally common among the Greeks and 

Romans. The firſt had Flights and Changes 

of Decorations as ours, and we know that 


of bs the Figure of one which Palladis the 
Model of in a very ingenious Manner at Vicenza. 

* Seigneur Maffei ſays, that the Orcheſtra was that 
Part which we call the Platea. As among the Græcians 
the Orcheſtra or Platea was uſed ſometimes for Shows 
and at other times for Dancing ; thoſe who ſat on the 
Benches that were neareſt the Platea were ſaid to fit on 
the Orcheſtra, and this might be the Caſe among the 
Romans in their Amphitheatres, whoſe Platea, tho? it 
ſerved for cruel Exerciſes, retained the ancient Name of 
Orcheſtra, whence theſe who ſat in the Orcheſtra of the 
Amphitheatres and Theatres, were to be underſtood to 
ſit in the Rows next the Platea, and the ſame Explana- 
tion may be applied to the Linea Dives of Martial. See 
5 Aorebeſe Venuti's * of theſe Diſcoveries. 


among | 
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Tina 1 


among the laſt, an Actor who played the Part 


of Tarus did it ſo naturally as to fall at the 
Feet of Nero and beſprinkle him with Blood. 
There were three Galleries raiſed the one 
above the other, not quite perpendicularly, 


but ſo that the lower Wall reſting on the 
Steps, ſerved as a Portico by which they en- 
tered into the Theatre and ſeated themſelves: 


The upper Corridore or Gallery anſwered to 


the ſeven Steps or Seats higher up, and which 


alone was covered, and therefore intended for 
the Ladies. 

Laſtly, this magnificent Fabric was entirely 
cruſted over with the fineſt Marbles of An- 
tiquity, enriched with Columns and Cog: 
the greateſt Part of which are ſo well pre 
ſerved in their Niches, that it would be an 
caly matter to re-eſtabliſh them in all their 
Perfection: but as the Work was fet about 
at firſt in the manner of mining, they thought 


of nothing but the removing all the Orna- 


ments of this Theatre, ſo that at preſent there 
remains only the maſſy Lumps of ſo beauti- 
ful a building under a Vault of eighty Feet 


in Thickneſs, which nevertheleſs does not 


hinder one who is below in the ancient City 
from hearing diſtinctly the Noiſe of the Car- 
riages which paſs through Portici. Not- 
withſtanding that all imaginable Care has 
been taken to know with certainty the Plane 


| of this Edifice of which we have attempted 
d; Es WY „ 


( 20 ) 
to give an Idea, we cannot warrant theſe 
Meaſures as altogether juſt, as one can only 
ſce.it in detached Parts, the whole never having 
been brought into view, but only ſucceſſively, 
becauſe in clearing away one Part the other 
maſt be filled, ſo that in reality one can 


hardly ſee the half; it is the ſame with re- 


card to the other Buildings of which we ſhall 
| ſpeak in theſe Memoirs. 

Long after the Diſcovery of the Theatre 
they found the following Inſcription, L. AN- 
NIUS L. F. MAMMIANUS. RUFUS II. 
VIR QUNQ. T HEATRO. . NUMISIUS 
"DE. NWO HERCYVLAN 1. 
The Marble on which this Inſcription. was, 
is fo ruined that it was not poſſible to take it 
out entire, and we only mention it here as it 
was the firſt Proof they had, that this Sub- 
terrancan oy: was H erculaneum. 


S nn 0 N v. 
Of the Forum of Herculanzum, and the 7.00 
"neighbouring Temples. 


IN carrying on their Works towards the 
Portici Side, they found a large Street 


arc heſe — is of Opinion that this Num us is 
be who lived in the Time of Auguſtus, and of whom 


* Pitruvius makes mention in his Preface under the Name 


of Minidius and Numidius, See M. as Venut, Account 
of the firſt Diſcoveries. | 
36 


f 3 


Ca). 
36 Feet broad, and flanked on the right and 
left by two Rilings of the Ground, adorned 
with Porticos under which People might 
walk afoot. This Street conducted the 
Workmen to three publick Buildings, two of 
which were contiguous, and they found by 
the Front of the Greateſt, that it was only 
ſeparated by a Street which formed betwixt 
them a Portico or Veſtible which was com- 
mon to them, and was covered with' a Roof 
which equally extended over the three Build- 
Wen comparing · the moſt confiderable of 
theſe Edifices with the Deſcription which 
Vitruvius gives of Gymnifiums, it is eaſily 
known not to be one, altho' there are Porticos 
which may be taken for thoſe in which the 
Maſters gave their public Lectures. One 
might, if it was neceſſary, find the Ephebeum 
where only Youth ſtudied, the Coryceum or 
Apodyterion where they depoſked the Habits 
proper for the Exerciſes, and the Ceſtus's for 
the Athlete ; but there were wanting the 
Palzſtra, the Sphzriſterion, the Baths, and 
the Stadium, and moreover this Edifice was 
paved, whereas the Gymnaſiums were not. 
As this Fabric is almoſt entirely brought in 
View, there is no Appearance of its being a 
imd lib. xv. c. 1. n See a very ingenious 


and particular Account of theſe Games and what be- 
longed to them, in Mr. 7/2/s Olympics. 
STE. 5 Baſilica, 


\ 


( 22) 
Baſilica, as theſe ſort of Buildings have always 
deen made with Roofs and Galleries raiſed on 
Pillars, with Shops on the two Sides, which 
were not found in this Building; yet notwith- 
ſtanding, there are, towards the Middle of 
this, two Kinds of Tribunals, which may be 
looked on as the place where the Centumvirs 
and Tribunes ſeated themſelves to adminiſter 
Juſtice; but this is not a reaſon ſufficient to 
evince that it was a Baſilica, 
| We might ſuppoſe with more probability, 


that this is a Calcidicum, if we were not too 
much in the Dark with regard to the Nature 


of the Building to which the Ancients gave 
this Name ; ſome of the Moderns pretending 
to prove by the Etymology of the Wood, 


that this was a Bank, and the very Place 


where the Money was coined, while others 
maintain that it was a Hall in the Forum, 
allotted for the Advocates and Orators. , 
From an Inſcription found in this laſt Age 
near Portici, there is a Proof that there was 


a Calcidicum in Hercylaneum:* ; but it is not 
likely 


» PRIDIE. k. MARTIAS IN. CUR. SCRIBENDO.- 
ADFUERE. CUNCTI. QUOD. VERBA. FACTA. 
 SUNT. M. M. MEMMIOS. RUFOS. PAT. & FIL. 
& VIRL..... ITER .. PECUNIA. PONDERATT. 
& CALCIDICUM & SCHOLAM SECUNDUM MU. 
NICIP, SPLENDOREM. FECISSE QUE. TUERI, 
PUBLICE. DECRETO. D. E. R. I. C. PLACERE. 
HUIC ORDINI CUM M. M. RUFI PAT. & 
PII. 11. VIR. ITER, IN EDENDIS. MUNERIBUS. 

 ADEO 
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likely that this is the Building found in the 
Ruins of this Subterranean City, as it is open 
at Top, which is contrary to the Idea we 
have of a Calcidieum, which is deſcribed as 
a magnificent Hall, without explaining either 
its Uſe or Conſtruction. It ſeems that Vitru- 
vius would have us conceive of it as com- 
monly placed at the Extremity of the Baſilica, 
whence we may infer that the Fabric we treat 
of is not a Calcidicum, as we find that there 
was no Baſilica attached to it ; and that it is 
a Building detached from any other except 
the Exterior Part which is common to the 
two ſmall Temples. | 


* 
rear 2 N * N 


ADEO LI BERALES. FUERINT. UT. EORUM. 
MONUMEN TA. DECORI MUNICIPIO. SIN T 
ADEO DILIGEN TES. UT VITIEIS. PUN DE. 
RUM. OCCURRERINT. IDQUE IN PERPF; 
TUUM. PROVIDERINT PLACERE. DECURIO- 
NIB. M. M. MEMMIOS RUFOS. PAT. & FIT, 
DUM II VIVERENT. EORUM POS. ... M. ET, 
SCHOOL & CALCIDICI. QUA IPSI FECISSENT. 
PROCURATIONEM. DARI. UTQUE SERVOS. 
EJUS .... M. P. JUS. EST. . . . NEGOTIO, PRE. 
PONERENT. IDEOQUE INDE. ABDUCI. SINE 
' DECURIONUM. DECRETO & M. M. MEMIIS 
RUFIS PAT. & FIL PUBLICI. GRATIAS. 
AGEI. QUOD ITERATIONI. HONORI. EO- 
RUM. NON AMBITIONEI. NEQUE JACTA- 
TIONI. SU DEDERINT SED IN CULTUM: 


MUNICIPI. & DECOREM CONTULERINT. 
As we could not ſee the Original of the above Inſcrip- 
tign, we have given it as we found it, e 


* ” 


Al 
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All that is malt obſervable in this Structure, 
agrees perfectly well with the Forum Civile, 
or Place of . Juſtice of the Ancients. That 
of Julius Cæſar at Rome had near it. the 
Temples; of Peace and Venus e, that of Au- 


guſtus was near the Temple of Mars a the 


Avenger, and that of Narva, near the Temple 


of Pallas and Janus Quadriceps. Each of 


theſe Forums had Porticos, and were adorned 


with a great number of Statues *, afoot or 


ſitting, and. ſome Equeſtrian, as among the 
firſt that of Julius Ceſar made by Lifippus 


of gilded Bronze. Trajan had his. likewiſe 


placed on the Porticos of his Forum *, where 
the Conſuls met on the iſt of January on 
Account of the Ceremonies of delivering the 
Slaves : In fine, all theſe Buildings were de- 


ſigned for the Diſtribution of Juſtice. 


Upon an Examination of this Place of 
which we have been talking, we muſt imme. 


| diately conclude that it is the Forum of the 


> ene Kh . ©. hi; - - 4 Sueton. i in 1 guſto. 5 
Ly O. Panvinio Nardini. * Sueton. in Jai Cæ- 


fare. Plin. lib. viii. 


Cedat Equus Latiæ qui contra templa Diones 
. Cxfari ſtat ſede fori quem tradere es auſus 


5 TFellæo Liſippe Duci ; mox Cæſaris Ora 


Aurata cervice tulit, Sc. Statius, lib. 1. Sylv. © 
Nam modo nos jam feſta vocaat & ad Ulpia poſcunt 

Te fora, donabis quos libertate Quirites 

_ Perge. Pater Patriæ felix atque omnino fauſtz _ 


Captivos Vincture novos abſolve Vetuſtos. 
Sidon. Appel. An. Marcel. lib, *xii. 


 Hertulaneans, 


A 

EL . 

* 725 Its Plane ſorms a Bam: 

gram 178 Feet long and 132 broad. 

| N firſt Sight this ſeems to have been one 
the Temples which. the Ancients called 
Pee, being ſurrounded with Columns 


12 05 the Roof of the Portico, which 
gies 1 5 a- ide all round : The Middle of 


- 


Feet, awer, than the Portico, to which you 
aſcend by 3, Steps: At about forty Feet diſ- 
' tance from this they found two other Squares, 
ca, eighteen; 3 in Front, with the Sides 

pported on 55 Porticos and about four Feet 
ob In the Extremity there is a Square, 


the Sides, of which are 24 Feet high. The 


outward. Part of this Building reſembles the 
Sanctuary in Temples: : Three Steps lead into 
this 1 0 in the Battom of which is a long 
Baſe like our Altars above which there were 
three Statues of Marble: That in the Middle 
is a Pedeſtrian, one of, Ve eſpaſi an, and the others 


were. ſeated, in Cufule Chairs, but without 


Heads, which have not as yet been found. 
ORG the Portico. at the End, and preciſely 
5e which make the Junction with 


tticos of the Sides, theie.. were two 
CHO Jar Cavities, in each of Which there 


tatue of Bronze, about 9 Feet in height 

= 5 great Beauty, the one of Nerv and the 
Abet of Germanicus. The Columns which 
1 the” inward Porticos were forty-two/ i in 
= Number 


WIE 4 * AI 12 
— 


rig is open, and its Level is about 2 


(826) 
Number, countin theſe of the Angles, vix. 
ſeventeen on eac Side and l in the 
Bottom. {IF © 8 f 

To each of theſe Columns a half Column 
correſponds, ſet up on the Back of a Pilaſter. 
There were placed alternately among theſe | 
Pilaſters, Statues of Marble and Bronze. 
theſe of Bronze they have only found ſome 
Pieces, the reſt having been probably melted 
down by the Heat of the Lava, of deſtroyed 
by Time. 

"of theſe they found of Marble on the left 
Hand, ſome were entite and others broken, 
but theſe on the right had formerly been re- 
moved, as may be knowh by the old hotlow 
Places which are ſtill to be ſeen. The Facade 
of this Building preſented. | „du with five En- 
tries, two of Which led to the lateral Porticos, 
and three into the Middle ; theſe were formed 
of four great Pilaſters which divided the Fa- 
cade into five equal Parts. Oppoſite to each 


ck theſe, Pilaſters there was an. Equeſtrian 


Statue, two of them of Bronze and entirely 
deſtroy ed, and two of Marble, one of which 
is perlcctiy reſtored, and is the Admiration of 
the Conoifſeurs, who think it better than that 
of Marcus $0022 which ftands on the. 
Capitol“. ＋ he Inſcription * is to de ſeen 


„This is Gill a diſputed Point, and aſh: r 
againft the Statue of Balhus, = M. NONIO M. F. 
n. P. R. TO COS, HERCULANENSES, 
| | | — 


| n 
engraved on the Pedeſtal, which was erected 
by the Inhabitants of Herculaneum to M. 
Nuanius Balbus. They have not diſcovered 

what kind of Facade that is on the other 
Side. of chat Roof, which covers. che great 
Portico. common to the two ſmall Temples 
which. are in front. This Portico was. paved 
with Marble, but the Walls were bat lined 
with it ; being painted in Freſco, and from 
thence were taken ſome of theſe: rare and 
valuable Pieces which are now in the Cabinet 
of his Sicilian Majeſty. onda bigs 28 
Does not one ſee then in this Deſcription 
the Forum of Herculaneum? There ſeems to 
be nothing wanting to give us a full Convic- 
tion; beſides you find every thing here which 
diſtinguiſhes it from all other kind of Fabrics; 
It has been proved, that the Forums of Julius 
 Czſar, Auguſtus and Narva, had different 
Temples near them, and there are two in the 
Facade of this Fabric of which we are ſpeak» 
ig. n 5 „ 
There is nothing particular in theſe two 
Temples; their Plane is a Paralellogram, but 
their Size is very unequal; the one is 1 50 
Feet long and 60 broad, the other is only 
60 Feet in Length, and in Breadth 42. The 
danctuary is in their Extremities: In the 
greateſt it goes out of the Square, and the 
Altar is in the Middle: In the leaſt the Sanc- 
tuary ſtands in the Square itſelf, in the inner 


(8). 
Part of the Temple, and is hut up by a Wall 
which has only one Door, in the Facade of 
which is placed the 8 tatue of the Divinity 
with the Altar; and one, I think, may preſume 


that this ſecond Temple i is that kind of Cha- | 


pel which the Romans called Ædicula. 
Entering into this laſt Temple by the only 

Gate that it has, which is in he middle of 

the Facade, 25 found two other Altars on 


which they probably ſacrificed; and * the 
Space which is between the Pitaſters f'rhe 


Gate and the fide Walls of the Temple there 


were two kind of ſmall Halls, aich weile 
probably the Donative, where they diſf oſed 
of the Offerings, and where they kept "the 
Sacred Beds, the Veſſels, the Inſtruments, 
and other Utenſils roper for the Sacrifices. 
In the Facade of the other Temple there 
were two Entries, and againſt the outward 


Wall which ſeparated them, thete leans a 


great Pedeſtal of 12 Feet in Front; above 
which were found ſome Pieces of a Chariot 
of Bronze, whence one may infer that this 


Pedeſtal ſerved | as a Baſe to Tre: Curule 


Statue. 1 85 

Theſe two Temples were Len — a 
Roof: Their ' inward Walls were adorned 
with Columns, betwixt which there were al- 
ternately Pictures in Freſco, and great Tables 
of Marble encruſted upon the Wall, an which 
ate engraved the Names of the Magiſtrates 


F | 6 who 


| 


(#9) 

who had preſided at the Dedication of theſe 
Temples, and thoſe of the Colleges, Compa- 
nies, and Corporftions, who had been at the 
Expence of building or | repairing them. 
'Thence it deſerves to be remarked, that In- 
ſcriptions of this kind are found in the Sides, 
Which is a Proof that they were not placed 

always in the F ront, as was the common . 
nion. ; 
ſs hiwever: who may, after this, exa- 
mine into the Truth of theſe Deſcriptions on 

the Spot, will perhaps be ſurprized to find no 
Veſtige either of the Forum or of the neigh- 
bouring Temples ; but they ought to remem- 
ber, that in proportion as they dig anew, they 


fill up theſe places already vilited, as 1 W 
faid von | 


| S E C T1 0 N YI. 
0 of the H ouſes and —_ Ferculaneuin, 


Itherto there have no Houſes been found 
in Herculaneum which deſerve our par- 
ticular Notice. All theſe which have been 
diſcovered in about 300 Perches in Length, 
and 150 in Breadth, appear of an uniform 
Architecture: The Colony of Herculaneum 
was obliged, by Laws made at different Times, 
to keep them i in order, and r more ö 
| 7 


* 


1 
Tables of Braſs, which were found faſtened 


* CN. HOSIDIO. GET A. L. VAGELLIO. COS 
X CAL: OC TOB. S. C. Cum Providentia optumi 
ptincipis tectis quoque urbis noſtræ & totius Italiz - - 
ternitati proſpexerit, quibus ipſe non ſolum præcepto 
auguſtiſſimo ſed etiam exemplo ſuo prodeſt, con- 
veniretque fælicitati ſecuti inſtantis proportioni 
licorum operum etiam privatorum Cuſtodiz deberent 
quæ abſtinere ſe omnes cruentiſſimæ genere negotiatio- 
nis ne Inimiciſſimam pace faciem inducerent Ruinis 
domum Villarumque placere, ft quis negotiandi cauſa 
tmiſſet aliquod Edificium, ut diruendo plus acquirerent 
quam quanti emiſſet; tum duplam pecuniam qua mer- 
catus eam reemeſſet in æra inferri utique de eo nihil omni- 
bas ad Senatum referretur ; cumque æque non oporteret 
male exemplo vendere quam emere; Venditores quo- 
que coercerentur quĩ ſcientes dolo malo contra hanc Se- 
natus voluntatem vendidiſſent, placere tales Venditiones 
irritas fieri, cæterum teſtari Senatum dominis conſtitui, 
qui rerum ſuarum poſſeſſores futuri, aliquas partes earum 
mutaverint dum non negotiationis cauſa id factum cen- 
ſuerint in Senatu focgünt, CCC. LXXXIII. : 
_ *'7 VOLUNIO. P. CORNETIO. COS. VI. NON. 
MART. S. C. quoque VOLUSIUS P. CORNELIUS. 
NECESSARIORUM ALLIATORIE CLESILIA, 
.. ²˙ enn 
Com S. C. quod factum eſt Hoſidio GE TA I. 
VAGELLIE COS. clariſimis Vitis Ante X. K. OR. 
autore D. Claudio cautum eſſet ne quis Domum 
Villamve derueret, quod ſibi acquireret, neve quis 
Negotiandi cauſa, corum quid emeret venderetve 
pœnaque in Emptorem qui adverſus id S. C. feciſſet, 
conſtituta effet,. Ita vel is qui quicquid emiffet duptum, 
_£jub quanti emiſſet in ÆErarium inferri cogeretur & ejus 
quam vendidiſſet irrita fieret Venditio: de iis autem qui 
rerum ſuarum poſſeſſores futuri aliquas partes eorum mu- 
EE | | _ talent, 
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(3r) 
in a Wall when they were d ene the Farth, 
fome Years ago, near Torre di Graco, which 
is a Proof that Herculaneunt. extended from 
| this Place to, Porrici; but its Breadth could 
hot be great, as it was ſhut up between Mount 
Yefuvius and the Sea Shore. 


The Inſide of moſt of tele Houſte wett = 


2 3 in Freſco: In ſome of theſe Pictures ; 


bh no 28S 4 » 


ala dummodo non Negedzdenhb esd ey | 
eſſet novatum ze Neceſſarii Alliatorize' Celia Uavris 
Attil: Luperis ornatiſſimi virt expoſuiſſent, huic oxdini 
patrem ejus Attratorium Celſum, emiſſe fundos cum 
Adificiis in Regione mulinienſi qui vocarentur Camp. 

matri, In quibus Locis mercatus/ . . .. Superiotibus ſalitus 
eſſet temporibus jam per aliquod defiiſſet haberi, eaque 
_ #dificia, longa vetuſtate dilayerentur.. neque refacta uſut 
eſſent futura, quia nec habitaret in iis quiſquam nec 
vellet in deſerta eruentia commigrare ne quid fraud: 
multæ penæque eſſent Celſilia; ſi ea Ædificia de quibus 
in hoc ordine actum eſſet aut demolita fuiſſent, aut ea 
conditione, five; per ſe, five cum agris vendidiflet aut 
emptoris ſine fraude ſua ea deſfruere tollereque liceret. 

In futuro autem admonendos cæteros eſſet ut abſtinerent 
ſe a tam fædo genere Ne tiationum, hoc præcipue ſæ· 
culi quo excitari novari, ornari in univerſa quibus fælicitas 
orbis terrarum ſplenderet, magis convenire, quem ruinis 
Adificiorum afiam partem de formem Italie. . & 
adhuc retinere priorum temporum, ita ut dicerctuy ſenec⸗ 
tute actum. .. . cenſuere in Senatu. | 

- We ſhould have been glad to correct the Hh; which 
have crept into this Inſcription from the Original, but 
theſe Tables on which they were engraven have ſo often 
changed their Maſters, that we know not nes to — 


them. 1 


(32) 
and hits Majeſty has ordered as many of them 
to be removed as poſſible, but in moſt part of 
the | Houſes they are commonly of one Co- 
Jour, and that red, with flight Ornaments as 
Birds reſting on Ropes, or hung thereto by their 
Beaks, or t 12 Feet: Vou allo ſee ſome other 
Animals, and ſometimes Flowers. 

All the Streets are in regular Lines, with 
raiſed R als on each. Side for the Convenience 
of thoſe on foot. They are paved with a 
kind of Stone like thoſe with which the 
Streets of Naples are laid, and thence it is pro- 
bable, that they had them from the ſame 
Juarry, the Lava of Yeſuvins, _— | 
This manifeſtly proves the Errors of theſe 
Authors who contend that the Eruption Which 
happened under the Reign of Titus, was the 
firſt from Veſuvius. For it is certain the Yul- 
Cano neverithrows out this Lava but in its moſt 
violent Eruptions, and there ſeems to be in- 
exhauſtible Mines of that Matter already 
thrown. out; the Deſcriptions the Antients 
have left us is a further Proof of it. 
„ This Place, ſays Dionyſius Halicarnaſſeus*, FW 
ce is called Flegreen, becauſe it had, in times 
cc paſt, vomited a Quantity of Fire as Atna 
« in Sicily, At preſent it is called Veſavius, 
and fill preſerves many Marks of 1 its Burn- 


ce vos: - 


G. 


c c 


e Fo | 
| | Strabo 


(33) 
Strabo thus deſcribes this Mountain, % 
« Mount Veſuvius is ſurrounded with a beau- 
_ < tifu] Country, except its Top, which is quite 
ce barren, and ſeems as if it was covered with 
« Aſhes: There are ſtill to be ſeen Caverns, 
« whoſe Openings are black with the Smoak, 
and calcined by the Fire, ſo that one would 
ſay, that this Place had formerly been burnt, 
and that it was a Vulcano, but had been 
< extinguiſhed for want of inflammable Ma- 
< terials.” 
© They report, fays Vitruvius*, that an- 
** tiently Veſauvius thcew out a deal of Fire, 
< and that it had ſpread a Quantity of Flame 
e cver the Country.” 
Silius Italicus a, who flouriſhed under Nero, 
; repreſents Veſuvius as a Mountain from which 
Fire had cauſed great Devaſtations, and de- 
ſtroyed even the Rocks on the Top of it. 
Statins *, who moſt probably wrote before 
the Empire of Titus, gives us nevertheleſs a 
diſtinct Idea of the Eruptions of Ve NE 4. 


5 Strabo, lib. V. 
© Vitruv, lib. ii. cap. vi. 5 
Monſtratur Yeſeva juga atque in vertice ſummo, 
Depaſti flammis ſcopuli fractuſque ruina, 
Mons circum, &c. Silius Ital. lib. vii. 
Hoc ego Calcidicis ad te Marcelle ſonabam, 
Littoribus, fractas cum Veſuvius egerit Iras. 
| Statius lib. iv. ver. 4. 


F | % We 


- 


. 
« We know, ſays Pliny the ſecond, 1 
a Year before the Defeat and Death of Craſ- 
* ſas, there fell in Lucania, a Shower of Mar- 
e cCaſite of Iron, which reſembled Spunges.” 
Julius Obſequens * relates, in his Tfeatiſe of 
Prodigies, that under the Conſulſhip of Caius 
Martius III. and Titus Manlius Torquatus, it 
rained Stones in Rome, and that it was dark as 
Night at Noon- day. 
Theſe Showers of Stones and Marcaſites (hap- 
pening the one 422 Years, and the other 132, 
before the Ruin of Herculaneum,) could proceed 
from nothing but Veſuvius, which always produ- 
ced ſuch Phænomena in its Burnings, and theſe 
are what they called Showers of Aſhes, It is there- 
fore paſt doubt that before the Reign of Titus, 
there had been Eruptions, and none ſhould be 
ſurprized that the Athes came into Lucania, 
and even as far as Rome, as Count Marcellino, 
Cardinal Baronius, and Procopius*, affirm ; 
that theſe which had come from this Vulcano 
in the Eruption of 4572, had covered all Eu- 
rope; and that they were thrown by the 
Winds to Conſtantinople, where every Year they 
celebrate the Commemoration of it, on the 
_ fifth of November, with publick Orations . 


* Plin. See lib. ii. c. 56. , 


E Fulius Olſequens de prodigii. 
h Croniche del Conte Marcellino. 
1 Annal. Baron. 


& Procop. lib. iii. cap. iv. 
This almoſt exceeds our Belief, 


ET, | Dionyſus 


( 35 ) 1 
Dionyſius' and Agriedla ® inform us, that 
in the Eruption which deitroyed Herculaneum | 
and Pompeja, the Aſhes were carried into A. 


Frica, Egypt, and Syria. 
, EDN NC... 

Of the Paintings found in Herculaneum. 
HE Paintings in Freſco, which are 
_ ſaved * from the Ruins of Hercu- 
laneum hitherto, and preſerved in the Ca- 
binet of his Sicilian Majeſty, are of all Sizes, 
and in number about 400; and the greateſt 
part of them are as freſh as modern Paintings: 
But, excepting a Dozen of theſe Pieces which 
are of a natural Size, moſt of them are but 10 
or 12 Inches long, and broad in proportion, 
repreſenting only as San wild Beaſts, and 
Birds. Theſe little Pieces are all valuable, 
but are no ways comparable with the large 
ones: In theſe the Figures are deſigned with 
all poſſible Correctneſs, and the Expreſſion 


Dion. lib. xxxiv. 1 | 
. ® Agricola de natura eorum quæ afluunt in terra. 

* 'T hat theſe Paintings might be ſaved, they put in Ex- 
ecution what Varro mentions to have been done with the 
Works of Damophilus and Gergaſus the celebrated Painters 
who embelliſhed the Temple of Ceres near the Circus 
Maximus at Rome. Ex hac cum reficerentur cruſtas parie- 
tum exciſas tabulis marginatis incluſas eſſe. See Dementioſus 
de picturg veteri, Junius de pictura veterum. 5 

They continue to find more every Day. 
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1 
ſeems to ſhew that nothing is wanting *. But 


there are few in which the Fleſh Poloats are 


perfect, which either may be owing to ſome 
Defe&t in the Painting, or an Alteration 
brought on by Time, the Colours being diſ- 
agreeable and too much on the red; and be 
fides, the Degradations are ſeldom obſerved. 
One Colour often forms the Ground of * 


Pictures; the moſt eſteemed of which are 


naked Hercules, as big as the Life; a r 


5 holding a N ymph i in his Arms; Theſeus re- 


ceiving the Thanks of the Athenian Maidens, 
for having delivered them from the Minataur; 


Virginia accompanied by her Father and 1ci- 
fins her Lover, in the Moment that Marcus 


Claudius receives her before the Decemvir 
Appius, and the Education of Achilles by the 
Centaur Chiron. This laſt is moſt univerſally 


admired. 


In general they are all Want preſerved * 


| than the famous Marriage in the Aldebrandini 


Palace, 


0. 8 aid of them, that he never ſaw any Pieces 
of that Size ſo well done.—'They were judged by all the 
Painters who ſaw them, to be extremely curious, hoth on 
account of the fine Drawing, after the Manner of Raphael, 
and alſo as they had lain ſo many Ages under Ground, 
without loſing the Freſhneſs of their Colours. 

* The World is indebtcd to the Marcheſe Venuti that 
theſe Paintings are ſo well preſerved ; for obſerving that 
the Parget on which theſe Paintings were, being expoſed to 
the * War 1 begun to n he applied to his Sici- 


* | lian 


0 
Palace, which, by. this Diſcovery, loſes its 
greateſt Merit, as it is now no more a Rarity. 
There is only one of theſe Paintings whoſe 
Ground forms a perſpective, but this is enough 
to prove that it was not ſo ſtrange among the 
Antients, as the Moderns would perſuade us. 
Should not what Plutarch, Vitruvius, and 
Suida ſay, undeceive them in that Particular? 
They tell us, that Agatharcas of Samos, who 
flouriſhed in Athens about the 7 5th Olymprad, 
had, in favour of Æſchylus, invented the De- 
corations of the Theatre, according to all the 

Rules of Perſpective, about which he likewiſe 
_ publiſhed a Treatiſe. | 

Among the Cities of Lydia, famous for the 
Temple of Victory, and for a pretended Pro- 
digy, which, they fay, happened before the 
Battle of Phar/alia. The Painter Apalurius 
had decorated the Theatre by the ſame Rules, 
and the Effects of it are not better explained 
by Leonard. da Vinci than Plato has done, in 


lian Majeſty for Leave, that an Acquaintance of his, Sig- 
nior Moriconi of Sicily, an Officer in the Artillery, might 
attempt to do a Varniſh over them, which ſhould be tranſ- 
parent and ſtick on the Wall. As he had made many 
Improvements in Varniſhing, he try'd it on ſome Frag- 
ments of the painted Walls, and it ſucceeded ſurpriſingly, 
not only in preſerving, but even in enlivening the Colours, 
ſo that they will remain for many Ages the Ornament of 
that King's Palace. See Venuti's Account of the firſt 
Diſcoveries of Heraclea, &c, © | 


Is. 


( 38 ) 
his Dialogue of the Sophiſt, and Socrates in the 
Tenth Book of his Republic. 
Some of theſe Pictures are only of two Co- | 
Fay others of them have three or. four, and 
there is a Picture in Freſco which repreſents 
- ſimple Ornaments, among which are different 
kinds of Flowers, and of all Colours; and there 
are green and blue im theſe as well as in many 
other of the Pictures. # 
It has hitherto then been believed without 
Foundation, that theſe two Colours were un- 
known to the Antients, to whom the Mo- 
derns, building upon a Paſſage of Pliny *, do 
not allow of the Knowledge of any except the _ 
White of Melos, the Yellow of Athens, the 
Red of Sinope, and ſimple Black. But it ſeems 
to me that this Paſſage is interpreted too literall 73 
ſo far is true indeed, that Pliny ſays that Painters 
in his Time made uſe of theſe four Colours, 
but he does not ſay that theſe were the only Co- 
lours they uſed. On the contrary, this Phi- 
loſopher ſpeaking of theſe of Sile “, which 
Polygnetes and Miconmade uſe of in painting the 
Porch (Lacan ben) of Athens , diſtinguiſhes | 
the Blue into three Sorts; the two firft of 
Egypt and Scythia, and the third of Spain, and 
Purzuoli. In another Place he NN the | 


» Plin. Bb. xxxv. cap. 7. 
* A ͤ kind of yellow Earth, which, by Calcination 

17 a Vermilion for Painters. | 
4 Plin. lib. xx1u, cap. 13. X 


| Purple 


Air. They muſt have been newly made at 


Purple of this laſt 855 * gives it the Pre- 
ference to that of Getulia and Laconia; and 
laſtly, we cannot allow the Antients the Know- 
ledge of the Yellow and the Blue, without a- 
greeing at the ſame time, that they knew 
the Green, which is compcunded of theſe two 
Colours: A Diſcovery too eaſily made to be 
overlooked, and ſuch as could not eſcape Men 
ſo. ingenious, and who made fo frequent uſe 
of Painting +. | - | oo 

Nor will the World be ſurprized to ſee; the 
Paintings of Herculaneum fo fieſh and well 
preſerved, if they conſider that they cannot 
have been long expoſed to the Injuries of the 


the Time they were buried under the Lava 
and Aſhes of Veſirvius, as Painting in Freſco 
was then but lately diſcovered in 1aly, where 


r Plin. lib. xxxiv. cap. 7. Ts 2 80 
+ The Progreſs the Antients had made in Painting is 
beautifully deſcribed by Petronius Arbiter, for he lays, 1s 
Pinothecam perveni variogenere tabularum mirabilem. Nam 
& Zeuxidos manus vidi nondum vetuſtatis injurid victas & 
Protogenis rudimenta cum ipſius nature veritate certantia, 
non ſine quadam horrore tract avi. Jam vero Apellis quam 
Græci Morgeiuor appellant etiam adoravi. Tanta enim 
ſubtlilitate extremitates imaginum erant ad ſimilitudinem 
Preciſe ut crederes etiam animorum eſſe picturam. Hine 
aguila ferebat cœlo ſublimis Deum. Hine candidus Hylas* 
repellebat improbam Naiada. Damnabat Appollo noxzas 
manus, Lyramque reſolutam modo nato flore honorabat. In- 
ter quos etiam pictorum amantium Fultus tanquam in ſolitu- 
dine exclamavi: Ergo amor etiam Deos tangit, Peake. 
Arbiter. Satyr. cap. 43. | | | 
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( 49) 


it was invented by Ludius, in the Reign of 


Auguſius, whoſe Death happened about 73 
Years before the Ruin of Herculaneum. 
It is worth our notice, that this Ludius 


firſt painted Landſkips and Architecture on 


Walls. Now what Idea can we- form of this 
kind of work, pray, if we do not allow the An- 
tients the Uſe of Green, and a Knowledge in 


Perſpective? 


SECTION vin. 
Of the Maſaic Work. 


HERE are found in Herculaneum Mo- 

ſaic Works likewiſe, and his Sicilian 
Majeſty has ordered conſiderable Pieces of it 
to be taken up, hut they are without Beauty, 
Taſte, Deſign, Variety, or Mixture of Colours, 


and you ſee nothing but Ornaments groſsly 
executed, and of which I cannot give a better 
Idea, than by comparing them to Turkey Car- 


pets. Theſe Pieces of Moſaic are greatly in- 
ferior to thoſe which are made at the Vatican, 


as the Antients only made uſe of them in the 


Pavements of their Houſes and publick Build- 
ings, called very properly, by Vitruvius, Pavi- 
mentum Sefile. Nevertheleſs they made ſome 
ſmall Pictures of IE Workmanſhip &, * but 


* Plin, lib, xxxv. cap. 10. 3 | 
* I have ſeen in the Palace of Fuicetti at Rims, a 
"Piece 


(4) 
but always imperfe&, as their Moſaic conſiſted 
only of natural Stones, and at preſent they uſe 


artificial ones, which are of all the Cay guy 


can have vccafinh for. 


SECTION N. 
F the Statues. 
HE Number of Statues found in Her- 


culaneum is very great ; thoſe of Bronze 


are all bruiſed, broken or wanting in ſome part. 
There were likewiſe many, of which there are 


not the ſmalleſt Pieces ſaved. The Metal is 


ſo changed, that with great Difficulty they 
were able to reſtore five entirely, Theſe re- 
preſent Nero and Germanicus, as has been 
mentioned abvoe, Claudius and two Ladies, 
whoſe Names are not known ; neither ſhould 
we have known the others but by comparing 
them with the Medals v we have of theſe Em- 
perors. 

The Marble Statues are hitherto unknown, 
except an Atlanta, a Veſpafian, a Mammius 


Maximus, known by the Inſcription | | en- a 


Piece of Mofsie, found. in che Pavement of the Fills . 
driana, near Tivoli, of moſt elegant Workmanſhip. 
There are ſome lately ſet up in the Capitol, not ill executed, 
| (the Donation of the preſent Pope, ) that Place ſerving now 
chiefly as a Repoſitory for Antiquities. _ 

L. Maude MAXIMO  AUGUSTALI 
MUNIGIPSS & INCOLXZ ARE CONLATO. 
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[Li 
graven on the Pedeſtal, and ſome other Statues 
of the Family of Balba. 
They only form vain Conjectures on the 
others; the greateſt part of them are conſular 


ones. The two placed on the Curule Chair, 


and which were found in the Forum, are com- 
parable to any that Antiquity has left us moſt 
perfect in this kind, and all the others are much 


eſteemed, - particularly the Atlanta, in which 


they believe they can diſcover the Workman- | 
ſhip and Marble to be Greet. 


They are buſied at preſent in reſtoring an 


Equeſtrian Statue found in the Entrance of 
the Forum, juſt by that which was. erected to 


M. Nonius Balbus. 
As they have in digging diſcovered only the 


ſmalleſt Part of the City of Herculaneum, it 

is probable that there are ill many other Sta- 

tues in it. It is certain at leaſt, that the Inha- _ 
bitants erected one to L. Munatius Conceſſianus, 


as Is en by a an Inſcription | found ac- 
b 95 dul 


„L. MUNATIO CONCESSIAN 0 v. P. PATRO- 


NO. COLONLE. PRO. MERITIS. EJUS. ERGA. 


CIVES MUNIFICA. LARGITATE. OLIM 18. | 
NOREM. DEVITUM. PRASTANTISSIMO. 


RO PRASENS TEMPUS EREGIT. QUO -ETIAM 


MUNATI. CONCESSIANI FILI SUI DEMAR- 
'CHIA CUMULATIORE. SUMPTU -LIBERALI- 


 TATIS ABUNDANTIA UNIVERSIS EXHIBU- 
Ax CIVIBUS OBQUE TESTIMONIA . AMORIS 
SINCERISSIMI REQ, PRIMARIA "SPLENDIDIS- 


"ru, 


* 
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cidentally in digging between Portici and Torre | 


di Graco. Among the ſmall Statues of Bronze 
which they find every Day, there are many- 
who ſeem to have been Penates or Houſhold 


Gods of the Herculaneans. Among them 


there are ſome Pantheas; at leaſt this is the 
Opinion: of the Antiquaries about a Mercury, 
wh holds in his Right Hand a full Purſe, 
and in his Left a Crater, on which is a Tor- 
toiſe ; which perhaps. is only an Allegory, to 
ſhew that Riches come as a Tortoiſe moves, 

or to ſhew that this God was the Inventor of 
that Inſtrument of Muſic called by the Latini 
Phorminx, and more commonly a Teſudo, be- 


cauſe in its Shape it bears ſome Reſemblance | 


to a Tortoile. 
They have likewiſe dog up many Buſts of 


Marble, the prettieſt of which are. theſe of 


Jupiter Ammon, of Funo, Pallas, Ceres, Nep- 
tune, Mercury, Janus with the two Faces, 

and of a Girl and a Roman Youth, with the 
Golden Bulla which hangs at the Breaſt. This 
is not in the Shape of a Heart, as ſome of the 
Moderns repreſent it, but of a regular oval Fi- 
gure, is only an Inch broad, 17 Lines high, 
and 4 chick. This Bulla 1 in ſo far differs from 


SIMA HERCULANENSIUM PATRONO MIRA-. 
BILI STATUAM PONENDVM DECREVIT.... 


This Inſcription is actually fixed on a Wall under the ; 


Gate which leads to the, two Sage of the: Pompey” of 
0 Antonia at Naples. 8 
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2 Which ſerv'd them Who went in tri⸗ 
that thoſe laſt wete 2 Fingers and a 
ball. In. diameter at leaſt, and were of a round 


They Cd but yas Refiburtiicyse: * 


theſe 10 trifling, that they deſerve not to be 
mentioned. The only one which mer its 


Auemion x rereſeat a Hacniibe. 


SECT E ON X. 
Of Medals, - © 


. 4 E E v hive found ach a -Namitee of : 
Medals in Herculaneum, that we _ | 


nat undeitake to give a Detail of them: 


Subject ſo large would require a Pars | 
Treatiſe. They are moſtly conſular, or of 


the high Empire, and they are of WER —_ | 


of Metal. 

Altho' the Medals if that Tine are common 
coat, yet they may ſtil} find ſome that are 
Curioſities, either for their Reverſes, their 
Types,. or their Legends; and they. have at 
leaſt the Merit of being as well preſerved as we 


could wiſh. May not we hope that antient 


Herculaneum will ſerve to encich us with ſome 
Medals of Bronze of Otbo's This Hope 
ſeems the better founded, as they are every 
Day digging out Medals of all the Emperors 


Who went before, or came after, even to the 


Time of Titus and Domitian, which takes in 
| all 


(45) 
all the high Empire. It is true, that the four 
firſt Emperors had fewer tha their Succeſ- 
ſors, but they find a great Number of Claudius, 
Nero, Galba, forme of Vitellius, and many of 
Veſpaſian's and Titus. 

heſe of Nero merit little Attention, ex- 
cept a Medallion of Bronze: On one Side 
of it there is the Head of this Emperor, with 
the following Legend: NERO. CLAUDIUS, 
CAR. AUG. GERMANICUS. P. M. 
TR. P. IMP. P. P. P. The reverſe repre- 
ſents a Man ſitting naked as low as the Belt, 
with the reſt of his Body covered with Drape- 
ry, ſhowing wiih his Right Hand a kind of 
Coffer, and holding in his Left a Rudder. 
There is before him a Lady on Foot, who pre- 
ſents him with a Cor nucopia, and round it is 
written ANNONA. AUGUSTI CERES, 
which makes one think that the fitting Figure 
repreſen:s Mero himſelf, who holds the Rudder 
of State in his Hands, and that the Figure at 
his Foot is Ceres, or Plenty, who comes to re- 
ceive his Orders, and opens her Treaſures; 
which. is pointed out by the Attitude of the 
Right Hand, which 0 the kind of Cheſt 
like the Scrinium which is ſeen at the Feet of 
many Conſular Statues. We don't find the 
3 Conſultum, or ex Senati conſulto be low, 
or in the Ground of the Reverſe, 
Thoſe of Vitellius are rare to be met with, 
and nevertheleſs they find in theſe Ruins ma- 
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ny of Bronze, excecding fine, both large and 
of a middle Size. The Legend of the Face 
of the Medal is almoſt always the ſame, A; 
VITELLIUS GERMANICUS IMP. AUG, 
P. M. TR. P. but the Reverſes are different. 
In ſome of them is Mars holding a Spear in 
his Right Hand, and carrying the Roman 
Standard pen his Left Shoulder, without a 
Reading. In others Peace is repreſented, 
holding in one Hand a Branch of Olive, and 
in the other a Cornucopia, with theſe Words 
for the Reading, PAX AUGUSTI. On the 
Reverſe of ſome middle. ſiz d Medals of Braſs 
of this ſame Emperor, is a ſitting Figure, with 
the Edge of the Robe on the Right Arm, with 
which ſhe ſeems to hide her Face, and has an 
Altar oppoſite to her. The Writing round 
about it is SECURITAS POPULI ROMA- 
NI, and on the lower Part 8. C. but on the 
Reverſes of the firſt and ſecond en _ 

Letters are on the Ground. 

Among Veſpaſian's Medals there is one TY 
this Reading round the Head, IMP. C SAR 
VESPASIAN. AUG. P. M. TR. P. P. COS: 
HI. The Reverſe repreſents a Lady ſitting 
with her Back againſt a Palm, with her Head 
banging down; ſupported on her Hand like 
one afflicted, Under the ſame Palm there is a 
Man a- foot, with his Hands chained behind 
* Back, and at Rn Side: of this Slave is a Tro- 


r OY 


647) 


phy of Arms, with this Reading, IUDEA 


CAP TA. and at the Foot of it S. C. 

Every Medal which eſtabliſhes a hiſtorical 
Fact, or which fixes an Epocha, is a curious 
Remain; but it acquires a new Value when its 
Type is rare. Such are the triumphal Cha- 
riots repreſented on the Emperor's Medals. 
The Ruins of Herculaneum afford few of this 
kind, nay they have only found one hitherto 


of Titus + The Reading round the Emperor's | 


Head is T. CAS. VESP. IMP, PON. TR. 
POT. COS. II. CENS. And on the Reverſe 
a Quadriga, with four Horſes in front, faſten- 
ed to it, ſeeming to march ſlowly, while thoſe 
which are faſtened to the Chariots, deſtined 
for running in the Circus, ſeem to gallop ; be- 
ſides, that in theſe Chariots there are either a 
Pair of Horſes or Tygers, and the Chariot is 
made like a Shell; bat this which is on the 
Reverſe of Titus's Medal is abſolutely of the 
ſame Form with that which is repreſented on 
the Baſſo Relievo, upon the lateral Part of the 
Triumphal-Arch, erected to this e by 
the Roman People. 
This Chariot then does not point out the 

 Circaan Games, which Titus might have given, 

but is the Symbol of a Triumph whicff was 
allowed bim by the Senate for having con- 
quered Judæa jointly with Veſpgſian his Father. 

This Reverſe is without a Reading, and has on- 
* 8. O. under it, as is common. 
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The Ruining of Herculaneum happened be- 
fore the Reign of Domitian; notwithſtanding 
which they find Medals of this Emperor, 
which 2 a Contradiction ; but the greateſt 
Number of them were ſtruck in his firl Con- 
ſolates, yet there are ſome even when he 
was Emperor. We muſt ſuppoſe. then, that 
they were loſt by thoſe who antiently dug in 
this ruined City, either with a Deſign to 
make Refearches, as we know by: the old 
Diggings, of which we have ſpoken above, or 
to work at the Re-eſtabliſhment of it, agreeable 
to the Orders of Titus, as has beün * 
mentioned. This Emperor was ſnatched 
ſoon out of this World, to have time to execute 
a Project ſo worthy of him; probably Damiti - 
an his Succeſſor would have followed his Foot- 
ſteps, but that he having given Orders to begin 
the Work, it was abandoned too foon by 
thoſe employed in it, from the little Hopes 
there was to ſucceed in ſo grand an Under- 

taking. This little Attempt of his, however, 
zs ſufficient to account for their finding this 
| Em peror's Medals in the Ruins of Hercula- 
neum. 

They find gie every kind of engraved 
Gems in theſe Ruins, many of which are 
ſet in coarſely- worked Rings, but the Gemms 
are almoſt PR cps 


SEC. 


3 | 
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SECTION XI. 


Of the Inflruments and Utenſils d 5 ned for the _ 


 Sacrifices, 


A 8 the Inſtruments and Urenkil deſtin- 


4 
7 


ed for the Sacrifices were not always 


of the fame ſort in that Ceremony, and as 


thoſe which were of general uſe had neverthe- 
leſs ſome Difference in their Shape, according 
to the Nature of the Sacrifice; it would be 
too tedious a Work here to deſetibe all theſe 
which they have found in this City, and per- 


haps too difficult to mark out their Uſe and 


Deſtination. Let it ſuffice then to mention, 
that they are of every kind: Altars, for Sacri- 
fices, for Libations ; - portable ones, like Tri- 
pods, called, by the Latins, Anclabris, Ba- 
ſons, Pater, Veſſels to hold the Water for 


the Luſtra, others for the Wine which ey... 
poured on the Victims Heads, Pots for the 


Libations, Hatchets, Knives for the Victims, 
Glaſſes to hold the Tears, Sc. Part of theſe 
are of Marble, ſome of a others of burnt 
Earth, and the laſt of Glaſs * 


* See an exact Diary of all the Curioſities they Soils | 
daily in the Summer Seaſon of 1939, in Marcheſe Venuti s 


Account of Heraclea, Part II. Ch. x. as a Specimen of 


the Variety of Curioſities found there, and which we dare 


not venture to tire the Reader with in this Place. 


H $2c-. 


. 
SECTION XII. 


bd * 


\H E old Poets, ſpeaking of H: FAY 
3 repreſent this Ciry and its Environs as 
the Throne of Venus. To judge of the Ve- 
neration that was paid this Deity, you need 
only obſerve theſe Lamps that they find in 
. digging here. Theſe of burnt. Barth are 
modeſt, excepting a few on which you ſee 
thoſe undecent Figures called by the Antients 
generally Sphindtria. But the of Bras 
ae ſo many Monuments of the daily. 
they paid to this Goddeſs, . and o may © 
ferye in their different Shapes U that * wan 
anche Iaaagiriation: can pr 


7 Hic eſt pampineis veridis modo Veluiius abt | 
Preſſerat hic madidos mobilis Uva Lacus 5 
8 : Hzc Juga, quam Niſe colles plus Bacchus amavit a 
; Hoc nuper ſatyri monte dedere choros. 4 
1 Hzc veneris ſedes Lacædemone gratior illi 
Hic locus Herculeo nomme clarus erat 
.Cunda jacent flammis & triſti merſa favilla ; El. 
Nec W vellent hoc licuifle —_ 


Eb wok lib, iv. ep. 4 


* 
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CTI N XIII. 


Y tbe Hun; and other Curioſities found i 2 
Herculaneum. 


18 City furniſhes us with Variety of 
Honfhold Goods, which the Antients 
kept either for common Uſe or for their Plea- 
ſufe. Among the Tables they have found, 
there is a very ſingular one of Baſalt: Its Foot 
repreſents an Iſis, and is of the ſame Stone. 
They conjecture from the Labour and the De- 
ſign, that this Table muſt have come from 
Egypt. 

n will not ſtoß 0 ezine he” other 
Curioſities, which conſiſt in Spoons, Urne, 
Veſſels of every Size and Shape, Lamps like 
Candleſticks, different kinds of Kitchen U- 
tenſils, Bottles of Glaſs, Hammers and Bars of 
Doors, Dies to play with, Rings, Far-rings, 
Bracelets, Stamps?, which ſerved as Seals for 


H Wh | their 


„ It is greatly to hand that the Hanes the Learns 
ed will be diſappointed in expecting to find Books in this 
ſubterranean City, as hitherto nothing of that kind has 

been found, either in the Temples or publick Buildings, 

excepting little T ablets of Silver and Braſs, with the Diſ- 
miſſion of the Soldiers marked on. them, or a few Greek 
Characters like theſe preſerved in the Gallery of the grand 
Duke in Florence, faſtened together with Wire, or Claſps 
of Braſs. And the more ſo as their Skeletons, and other 
Animal Subſtances, found there, are ſo brittle as not to 

be touched without crumbling down : Their Parchments 


. . then 


> — 2 
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thaw Benperers, &c. The greateſt part of 
them are of Braſs, which proves that Iron was 
not much uſed by the Antients. 
You may ſee, in the King's Cabinet, Corn 
and Bread of the Here#laneans, but both one 
and t'other are reduced to a kind of hard 
Charcoal, but ſtill retain. their Shape. 

Would one think it poſſible, that, after 18 


Centuries, there ſhould ſtill be preſerved Re- 
mains of Ropes in this Ch ith City? It 


is true, they are black, and as it were pu- 
trified, nevertheleſs they may be Arn with 
out reducin them to Powdep. i. of 
There is Reaſon to believe — few Wes 
periſhed in Herculaneum, as they ſo rarely 


find Skeletons. Four or five Years ago, they 


found one lying on a Stair-caſe, with a Purſe 
in bis Hand, which you could eaſily diſ- 
tinguich the Shape of, from the Mark ! in 
the Cement wherein were incloſed the Medale, 


of La the Purſe was gal, but the Skeleton 


| — ſtood no Cs,” ** of the Braſs n. found 


in this Place are ſo like Types for Printing, that it is mat- 
ter of great Amazement to the modern World that the 
Art of Printing ſhould eſcape ſuch ingenjous Men as the 
Antients ſhewed themſelves to be in every thing elſe. 

= Marcheſe Venuti ſays, that they found Eggs entire, 
wonderfully preſerved; Almonds and Nuts, which kept 
their natural Colour, but that withinſide their Pulp or er- 
del was black as Charcoal, See Part II. Ch. ix. 


was 


Gan 
was ſo brittle that it was impoſſible to dig 
EL 3 t en TT i >, 
This admirable Collection of Antiquity will 
daily become more compleat as the Works 
advance; and the Curious will find new Mo- 
numents, whereby they may ſettle their Doubts 
on the Epocha of a Number of hiſtorical 
Facts; as likewiſe concerning the Cuſtoms, 
Arts, and Ceremonies of the Antients fr. 


It will be difficult to reconcile this ConjeQure or 


Evidence with what Pliny ſays of the Eruption, which he 

| ſpeaks of when he ſays, Populum in theatro ſedentem abli- 

 mavit, unleſs we imagine that the Eruption which ſmother- 
ed this City the laſt time was poſterior to that whereto 
Pliny refers. See likewiſe what Dion ſays, ſpeaking of 
, oN 9 18g Ilopuriioug "iv Sea vd opuhov dig x 
e Tiphilin. Epitome Bionis in . 
I They continue to employ a Number of Slaves at 
preſent in making Reſearches in this City, and every Day 
furniſhes freſh Materials for the Obſervation of the Cu- 


C 9 % K * * * 
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the Eruptions of V. eſuvius, Kat go ToAus Ava Arg rürr 
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Fire from Veſavius. This Mountain, w 


2 


(340 


45 Bxtrad? pen XiwniLINGs's Efltme of 
D ton, which makes particular mention 0 
ax Earthquake that happened under the Rei n 
=” Titus, attended with a violent Eruption 
e Mount Veſuvius, © by which the” Cities of 
anne and een were emule 

2 ed. 


frightful Things happened in Campania, 
for all of a ſudden there broke out a 


eat 


is near the Sea-ſhore of Naples, contains an 


unexkauſtible Quantity of combuſtible Matter. 
At the Time when the Fire broke out, from 


the Middle of it, the- 'op Was all of an e 


5 qual Height. On e Outlide 3 it did not burn, 


and there it continues entire ſtill, the Summit 
retaining its antient Height; böt where the 
Fire iſſues forth it gradually becomes hollow, 


as it ſubſides, ſo as to reſemble an Amphi- 


theatre, if we may liken ſmall Things to great. 
Its Summit produces plenty of Trees and Vines. 
This Circle enlarges daily by the Fire which 


ſmoaks in the Day-time and burns clear in the 


Night, as if they were offering up every kind 
of Sacrifice within the Mountain, and it does 
ſo continually, more or leſs. When any thing 
falls into it, it throws up Aſhes, and Stones 


too, if the "FOR blows hard, It likewiſe | 


echoes 


(55) 
echoes and makes a lowing Noiſe, as if it came 


Palit... 


Such then! 18 Ve A and ſuch its 0 | 


AN; ; and altho' in compariſon with 
has paſt, they may ſeem extraordinary to 


theſe People who are conſtant Spectators, yet 
they will be looked on as trifling, compared 


with the preſent, which we ſhall now deſcribe. 


There appeared many great Men exceeding 
the common Size of Mankind, and ſuch as 
Giants are deſcribed to be. T hey were ſeen 


in the Mountains and neighbouring Countries, 


and wandering up and down in the Towns 
adjacent, and likewiſe in the Air. After this 
there happened a great Drought from the ex- 
traordinary Heat and violent Earthquake, fo 
that the whole Plains were dried up, and the 


Tops/of the Hills ſubſided. . The Noiſe un- 


der Ground was like Thunder, and on the 
Surface of the Earth it was like the Lowing of 


Cattle. The Sea raged, the Heavens reſound- 


ed, and an unuſual Noiſe was heard, as if 
Mountains claſhed together. Then, for the 


firſt time, Stones of an extraordinary Size 


were thrown out at the T op, attended with 
Fire and Smoak, ſo that the Air was dar- 
kened thereby, and the Sun was hidden, as 
in the time of ary Eclipſe. Night ſprung from 
Day, and Light 7s Darkneſs, and People . 
imagined that the Giants had rebelled, as Ima- 


ges 


* 


thro' Rifts and en Air-Vents, and Was not 
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ges of them were ſeen in the Smoak, and 


the Sounding of Trumpets was heard. Others 
thought that Chaos was come again, and that 


the genetal Conflagration was at hand. Theſe 


things made People run out of their Houſes 
into the Streets, and thoſe who were in the 
Streets go within Doors. Thoſe who wereon 


Shipboard went aſhore, and theſe on Land 


went aboard, every one thinking that any Si- 
tuation was better than their preſent. one. 


And along with all this, there were ſuch Quan- 


tities of Aſhes as poſſeſſed all Space, Earth, 
Sea, and Air; and wherever it happened, 
it did hurt both to Men, the Cattle, and the 


Grounds, and the Fiſhes, and all the. Birds 

were deſtroyed. The two: Cities of Hercula- 

neum and Pompeja were entirely overwhelmed, 
wWmdile the People were ſitting in the T beatre. | 
Such Quantities of Aſhes were thrawn out as 


to reach Africa, Syria, Egypt, and Rome ; and 
filled the Air in this laſt Place ſo as to datken 


_ the Sun, and ſtruck the People with a Pannic 


for many Days : Not being able to conjecture. 


what all this meant, they imagined that Nature 


was turned Upſide down; that the Sun was 

loſt in the Earth; and that the Earth was gone 
up to Heaven. Altho' theſe Aſhes did little 
Damage at that Time to the Roman People, 


yet afterwards ny brought on a direful Pete 


tilence *. 


* See Xiphilinus 8 Epitome of Dion me Tito. 
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PLIN Y's LETT ER 
5 
4 t 


OUR Requeſt that I would ſend you 

an Account of my Uncle's Death, in 
order to tranſmit a more exa& Relation of it 
to Poſterity, deſerves my Acknowledgments ; 
for if this Action ſhall be celebrated by your 
Pen, the Glory of it, I am well aſſured, will 4 
be rendered for ever illuſtrious. And notwith- 3 


ſtanding he periſhed by a Misfortune, which, 
as it involved at the ſame time a moſt beauti- 1 


ful Country in Ruins, and deſtroyed ſo many 3 
populous Cities, ſeems to promiſe him an ever- 
laſting Remembrance ; notwithſtanding he 
has himſelf compoſed many and laſting Works; 
yet I am perſuaded, the mentioning of him in 
your immortal Writings, will greatly contribute 
to eternize his Name, Happy I eſteem thoſe 
to be, whom Providence has diſtinguiſhed 
with the Abilities either of doing ſuch Actiors 
as are worthy of being related, or of relating 


* Sce Pliny's Letters, lib. vi. lett, 126. 
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them in a manner worthy of being read; but 
doubly happy are they who are bleſſed with 
both theſe uncommon Talents: In the Num- 
ber of which my Uncle, as his own Writings, 
and your Hiſtory will evidently prove, may 
juſtly be ranked. It is with extreme Wil- 
lingneſs, therefore, I execute your Commands; 
and ſhould indeed have claimed the Taſk if 
you had not enjoined it. He was at that 
Time with the Fleet under his Command at 
Miſenum. On the 24th of Auguſt, about one 
in the Afternoon, my Mother defired him to 
obſerve a Cloud which appeared of a very un- 
uſual Size and Shape. He had juſt returned 
from taking the Benefit of the Sun, and after 
bathing himſelf in cold Water, and taking a 
flight Repaſt, was retired to his Study : He 
immediately aroſe, and went out upon an E- 


minence from whence he might more diſtinct- 


ly view this very uncommon Appearance. , It 
was not at that Diſtance diſcernible from what 
Mountain this Cloud iſſued, but it was found 


afterwards to aſcend from Mount YVeſavius, 1 


cannot give Fang a more exact Deſcription of 
its Figure, than by reſembling it to that of a 
Pine-tree, for it ſhot up a great Height in the 
Form of a Trunk, which extended itſelf at 
the Top into ſort of Branches; occaſioned, I 
Imagine, either by a ſudden Guft of Air that 
impelled it, the Force of which decroaſed as it 
advanced upwards, or the Cloud itſelf bein 
F . N01 
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preſſed back again by its own Weight, ex- 
panded in this Manner : It appeared ſome- 
times bright, and ſometimes dark and ſpotted, 

as it was either more or leſs impregnated with 
Earth and Cinders. This extraordinary Phe- 
nomenon excited my Uncle's philoſophical 
Curioſity to take a nearer View of it. He 
ordered a light Veſſel to be got ready, and 
gave me the Liberty, if I thought proper, to 
attend him, I mm choſe to continue my 


1 Studies; for, as it happened, he had given me 


an Employment of that kind. As he was 
coming out of the Houſe he received a Note 
from Rectina the Wife of Baſſus, who was in 
the utmoſt Alarm at the imminent Danger 
which threatened. her; for her Villa being 

ſituated at the Foot of Mount Veſuvius, there 
was no way to eſcape but by Sea; ſhe earneſt- 
ly intreated him therefore to come to her Aſ- 
iſtance. He accordingly changed his firſt 
Deſign, and what he began with a philoſophi- 
cal, he purſued with an heroical Turn of Mind. 
| He ordered the Gallies to put to Sea, and went 
| himſelf on board with an Intention of aſſiſting 
not only Rectina, but ſeveral others; for — 
Villas ſtand extremely thick upon chat beauti- 
ful Coaſt, When haſtening to the Place from 
whence others fled with the utmoſt Terror, he 
ſteer d his direct Courſe to the Point of Dan- 
ger, and with ſo much Calmneſs and Preſence 
of Mind, as to be able to make and 2 
12 
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Obſervations upon the Motion and Figure of 
that dreadful Scene. He was now fo nigh the 
Mountain, that the Cinders, which grew thick - 
er and hotter the nearer he approached, fell 
into the Ships, together with Pumice-ftones, 
and black Pieces of burning Rock: They 
were likewiſe in danger not only of being a- 
ground by the ſudden Retreat of the Sea, but 
alſo from the vaſt Fragments which rolled 
down from the Mountain, and obſtructed all 
the Shore. Here he ſtopped to conſider whe- 
ther he ſhould return back again; to which 
the Pilot adviſing him, Fortune, faid he, be- 
Friends the Brave; Carry me to Pomponianus. 
Pomponianus was then at Stabiæ, ſeparated by 
a Gulf, which the Sea, after ſeveral inſenſible 
Windings, forms upon the Shore. He had 
already ſent his Baggage on board; for tho' 
he was not at that Time in actual Danger, yet 
being within the View of it, and indeed ex- 
tremely near, if it ſhould in the leaſt encreaſe, 
he was determined to put to Sea as ſoon as the 
Wind ſhould change. It was favourable, 
however, for carrying my Uncle to ' Pomponi- 
anus, whom he found in the greateſt Conſtern- 
ation: He embraced him with Tenderneſs, 
encouraged and exhorted him to keep up his 
Spirits, and the more to diſſipate his Fears, he 
ordered, with an Air of Unconcern, the Baths 
to be got ready; when after having bathed, he 
fat down to Supper with great Chearfulneſs, 


Or 
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or at leaſt (what. is equally heroic) with all the 
Appearance of it. In the mean while the E- 
ruption from Mount Veſuvius flamed out in 
ſeveral Places with much Violence, which 
the Darkneſs of the Night contributed to ren- 
der ſtill more viſible and dreadful. But my 
Uncle, in order to ſooth the Apprehenſions of 
his Friend, aſſured him it was only the burn- 
ing of the Villages, which the Country People 
had abandoned to the Flames: After this he 
retired to reſt, and it is moſt certain he was ſo 
little diſcompoſed as to fall into a deep Sleep; 
for being pretty fat, and breathing hard, thoſe 
who attended without actually heard him 
ſnore. The Court which led to his Apart- 
ment being now almoſt filled with Stones and 
Aſhes, if he had continued there any time 
longer, it would have been impoſſible for him 
to have made his way out; it was thought 
proper therefore to awaken him. He got up, 
and went to Pomponianus and tlie reſt of his 
Company, who were unconcerned enough to 
think of going to Bed. They conſulted to- 
gether whether it would be moſt prudent to 
truſt to the Houſes, which now ſhook from 
Side to Side with frequent and violent Concuſ- 
ſions; or fly to the open Fields, where the 
calcined Stones and Cinders, tho” light indeed, 
yet fell in large Showers, and threatened De- 
ſtruction. In this Diſtreſs they reſolved for 
the Fields, as the leſs dangerous Situation of 
| the 
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the two: A Reſolution which, while the reſt 
of the Company were hurried into by their 
Fears, my Uncle embraced upon cool — de- 
liberate Conſideration, , They went out then, 
having Pillows, tied upon their Heads with 
Napkins; and this was their whole Defence 
againſt the Storm of Stones that fell round 
them. It was now Day every where elle, 
but there a deeper Darkneſs prevailed than in 
the moſt obſcure Night; which however was 
in ſome Degree dichpated by Torches and 
other Lights of various kinds. They thought 
proper to go down farther upon the Shore, 
to obſerve if they might ſafely put out to Sea, 
— they found the Waves ſtill run extremely 
high on baiſterous. There my Uncle having 
drank a Draught or two of cold Water, threw 
himſelf down upon a Cloth which was fo pread 
for him, when immediately the Katy and 
py ſtrong Smell of Sulphur, which was the 
Forerunner of them, diſperſed the reſt of the 
Company, and obliged Nita to ariſe. He 
raiſed himſelf up with the Aſſiſtance of two of 
his Servants, and inſtantly fell down dead; 
ſuffocated, as I OE. by ſome groſs. and 
noxious Vapor, having always had weak Lungs, 
and frequently ſubject to a Difficulty of breath- 
ing. As ſoon as it was light again, which was 
not till the third Day after this melancholy ac- 
 cident, his Body was found entire, and with- 
out * Marks of * vpn it, exactly 1 * 
the 
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the ſame Poſture that he fell, and looking 
more like a Man aſleep than dead. During 
all this Time my Mother and I who were at 
Mifenum———Bat as this has no Connection 


with your Hiſtory, ſo your Inquiry went no 


farther than concerning my Uncle's Death; 
with that therefore I will put an End to my 


Letter: Suffer me only to add, that I have 


faithfully related to you what I was either an 
Eye-Witneſs of myſelf, or received immedi- 
ately after the Accident happened, and before 


there was time to vary the Truth. You will 


chooſe out of this Natrative ſuch Circumſtances 


as. ſnall be moſt ſuitable to your Purpoſe: For 


there is a great Difference between what is 
proper for a Letter, and an Hiſtory; between 


writing to a Friend, and writing to the Publick. 
Fareuel. = 


J CorntLivs Tacitus *. 


HE Letter which, in compliance with 
your Requeſt, I wrote to you concern- 
ing the Death of my Uncle, has raiſed, it 
ſeems, your Curioſity to know what Terrors 
and Dangers attended me while I continued 
at Miſenum; for there, I think, the Account 
in my former broke off: 


Plinys Letters, bock vi. lett. 20. 1 
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| | Tho my fhock'd Soul recoils, my Tongue ſhall tell. 


My Uncle having left us, I purſued the Studies 
which prevented my going with him, till it 
was Time to bathe. After which I went to 
Supper, and from thence to Bed, where my 
_ Sleep was greatly broken and diſturbed. There 
had been for many Days before ſome Shocks 
of an Earthquake, which the leſs ſurprized us 
as they are extremely frequent in Campania ; 
but they were ſo particularly violent that 

Night, that they not only ſhook every thing 

about us, but ſeemed indeed to threaten total 
Deſtruction, My Mother flew to my Cham- 
ber, where, ſhe found me riſing, in order to 
awaken her. We went out into a ſmall Court 
belonging to the Houſe, which ſeparated the 
Sea from the Buildings, As I was at that 
Time but eighteen Years of Age, I know not 
whether I ſhould call my Behaviour in this 
dangerous Juncture, Courage or Raſhneſs 
but I took up Livy, and amuſed myſelf with 
turning over that Author, and even making 
Extracts from him, as if all about me had been 
in full Security. While we were in this Po- 
ſtare, a Friend of my Uncle's, who was juſt 
come from Spain to pay him a Viſit, joinedus, 
and obſerving me fitting by my Mother with 
a Book in my Hand, greatly condemned her 
Calmneſs, at the ſame Time that he reproved 


( 65) 

me for my careleſs Security: Neverthelefs I 
ſtill went on with my Author. Tho' it was 
now Morning, the Light was exceedingly 
faint and languid ; the Buildings all around 
us tottered, and tho' we ſtood upon open 
ground, yet as the Place was narrow and con- 
fined, there was no remaining there without 
certain and great Danger : We therefore re- 
ſoived to quit the Town. The People fol- 
lowed us in the utmoſt Conſternation, and (as 
to a Mind diſtracted with Terror, every Sug- 
| geſtion ſeems more prudent than its own) 

preſſed in great Crowds about us in our Wa 
out, Being got at a convenient Diftance from 
the Houſes, we ſtood ſtill, in the Midſt of a 
moſt dangerous and ' dreadful Scene. The 
Chariots which we had ordered to be drawn 
out, were ſo agitated backwards and forwards, 
tho' upon the moſt level Gronnd, that we 
could not keep them ſteady, even by ſup- 
porting them with large Stones. The Sea 
ſeemed to roll back upon itſelf, and to be dri- 
ven from its Banks by the convulſive Motion 
of the Earth; it js certain at leaſt the Shore 
was conſiderably enlarged, and ſeveral Sea- 
Animals were left upon it. On the other Side, 
a black and dreadful Cloud burſting with an 

igneous ſerpentine Vapour, darted out a lon 
Train of Fire, reſembling Flaſhes of Lighten- 
ing, but much larger. Upon this our Spaniſh 
Friend, whom I mentioned above, addreſſing 
himſelf to my Mother and me with greater 
3 Warmth 
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Warmth and Earneſtneſs: I your Brother 
and your Uncle, ſaid he, is ſafe, he certainly 
Wiſhes you may be ſo too; but if be periſhed, it 
das his Defire, no doubt, that you might both 
furvive him: Why therefore do you delay your 
Eſcape a Moment? We could never think of 
our own Safety, we ſaid, while we were un- 
certain of his. Hereupon our Friend left us, 
and withdrew from the Danger with the ut- 
moſt Precipitation. Soon afterwards the 
Cloud ſeemed to deſcend, and cover the whole 
Ocean; as indeed it entirely hid the Iſland of 
Caprea, and the Promontory of Miſenum. My 
Mother ſtrongly conjured me to make my 
Eſcape at any rate, which as I was young, 
I might eaſily do; as for herſelf, ſhe ſaid, her 
Age and Corpulency rendered all Attempts of 
that ſort impoſſible ; however ſhe ſhould wil- 
lingly meet Death, if ſhe could have the Satiſ- 
faction of ſeeing that ſhe was not the Occaſion 
of mine. But I abſolately refuſed: to leave 
her, and taking her by the Hand, I led her on: 
She complied with great Reluctance, and not 
without many Reproaches to herſelf for retarlu- 
ing my Flight, The Aſhes now began to fall 
upon us, tho in no great Quantity. I turned 
my Head, and obſerved behind us a thick 
Smoak, which came rolling after us like a 
Torrent. I propoſed while we had yet any 
Light, to turn out of the high Road, leſt ſhe 
ſhould be preſſed to death in the Dark, by the 
Crowd that followed us. We had ſcarce ſtep- 


ped 
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ped ont of the Path, when a Darkneſs over- 
ſpread us, not like that of a cloudy Night, or 
when there is no Moon, but of a Room when 


it is ſhut up, and all the Lights extinct. No- 
thing then was to be heard but the Shrieks of 
Women, the Screams of Children, and the 


5 Cries of Men; ſome calling for their Chil- 


+ dren, others for their Parents, others for their 


Huſbands, and only diſtinguiſhing each other 
by their Voices; one lamenting his own Fate, 


another that of his Family; ſome wiſhing to 


die, from the very Fear of dying, ſome lifting 
up their Hands to the Gods; but the greater 
part imagining that the laſt and eternal Night 


was come, which was to deſtroy both the 


Gods and the World together. Among theſe 
there were ſome who augmented the real 
Terrors by imaginary ones, and made the 
frighted Multitude falſely believe that Mie 
num was actually in Flames. At length: a 
glimmering Light appeared, which we ima- 
gined to be rather the Forerunner of an ap- 


proaching Burſt of Flames, (as in truth it was) 


than the Return of Day: However, the 
Fire fell at a Diſtance from us: Then again 


we were immerſed in thick Darkneſs, and a 


heavy Shower of Aſhes rained upon us, which 


we were obliged every now and then to ſhake | 
off, otherwiſe we ſhould have been cruſhed 
and buried in the Heap. I might boaſt, that 


during all this Scene of Horror, not a Sigh or 
Expreſſion of Fear eſcaped from me, had not 
5 1 | my 


cs) 
my Support been founded in that miſerable, 
tho? ſtrong Conſolation, that all Mankind were 
involved in the ſame Calamity, and that Tima- 
gined I was perifhing-with the World itfelf. 


At laſt this dreadful Darkneſs was diſſipated 


by degrees, like a Cloud or Smoak; the real 
Day returned, and even the Sun appeared, tho 
very faintly, and as when an Eclipſe is com- 


ing on. Every Object that preſented itſclf to 


cGur Eyes (which were exremely weakened) 
ſeemed changed, being covered over with white 


Aſhes, as with a deep Snow. We returned 
to Miſenum, where we refreſhed ourſelves as 


well as we could, and paſſed an anxious Night 


25 


in their own and their Friends Calamities, by 
terrible Predictions. However, my Mother 
and I, notwithſtanding the Danger we had 
paſſed, and that which ſtill threatened us, 


XI had no Thoughts of leaving the Place, till we 


ſhould receive ſome Account of my Uncle. 


And now you will read this Narrative with= 
out any View of inſerting it in your Hiſtory, of 


which it is by no means worthy ; and indeed 


you muſt impute it to your own Requeſt, if 


it ſhall appear ſcarce to deſerve even the Trou- 
ble of a Letter, | | 
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between Hope and Fear; the indeed with 
9 a much larger Share of the latter: For the 
OP Earthquake till continued, While ſeveral en- 
|» Minkilick People ran up and down heighten- 
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